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From The Editor’s Desk .. . 


The aims of the American Rationalist, and of the Rationalist- 
Humanist movement in general, cannot be advanced unless 
our publications are able to reach an ever expanding group 
of readers. You, dear subscriber, can help us by sending us 
the names of prospective readers. We will send a sample copy 
of the current issue of the Rationalist to each prospect whose 
name and address you send us, if you will help defray the 
cost of this expansion program by sending us twenty five 
cents for each sample copy, or twenty two cents each for 
ten or more sample mailings. We will certainly appreciate 
your assisting us in this important way, and, needless to 
say, will welcome any other assistance, advice, suggestions, 
donations, etc., which you might care to render our — your — 
growing magazine. We cannot blubber and whine ‘God 
love you", as Bishop Sheen would do, but we can thank 
you and list your contribution in our “Expansion Fund’ 
column. 


Persons reading our magazine for the first time may pos- 
sibly ask: ‘Is the Rationalist one of those anti-Catholic 
hate sheets?’’ The answer, of course, is NO. The Rationalist 
is firmly opposed to clericalism and to all forms of totali- 
tarianism and authoritarianism. It is, therefore, anti-Catholic 
in the sense that it opposes the drive of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy to achieve a permanent dictatorship over men’s 
minds and morals, a drive which cannot be hidden, denied, 
whitewashed or explained away by Jesuitic sophistry. But 
the Rationalist is not opposed to (and does not ‘“‘hate’’) 
Catholics as individuals, for they are individual human beings 
like Methodists. Jews and Freethinkers, and may live as 
humanistically as persons who consciously reject super- 
naturalism as being inimical to optimum human develop- 
ment and intelligent, sane living. As some fellow named 
Jesus is reputed to have suggested, we can hate the sin 
and love the sinner. Or as we would put it, we can accept 
individuals on their own merits even though we may be 
vehemently opposed to the institution to which they claim 
to be loyal. We will, therefore, accept and live with our 
Catholic fellow citizens, but will continue our opposition to 
the Church, which is undeniably a serious menace to sanity, 
freedom and peace. 


We hope you will forgive your editor for including one of 
his own short stories in this issue, but our purpose is primarily 
to ‘‘prime the pump’’. Liberal publications have all too 
commonly ignored fiction and humor (a notable exception: 
Paul Krassner's Realist) and we are hoping to stimulate the 
production and publication of Rationalist-Humanist sianted 
fiction, whether of a conventional sort or of the imaginative 
variety which might fall under the headings of satire, fantasy 
or science-fiction. Do, then, fellow subscribers, let us see 
some of your manuscripts and comments. 


* * * 


For this issue’s cover we can thank your editor's spouse, 
Herenia Doerr, who somehow managed to sneak off to the 
drawing board between changing diapers and preparing 
sumptuous meals for your humble servant. . . 

EDD DOERR. 
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The American Rationalist . . 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST is an 
independent non-partisan bi-monthly journal of 
fact, opinion, criticism and service for all 
who share, or are in sympathy with, the 
basic Rationalist - Humanist world view or 
philosophy, whether they choose to identify 
themselves as Rationalists, Humanists, Free- 
thinkers, Unitarians, Universalists, or Ethical 
Culturists, or whether they prefer to avoid 
formal identification As we believe that co- 
operation by like-minded groups and individu- 
als is necessary if Rationalist-Humanist aims 
are to be furthered, we will at all times co- 
operate with any and all organizations and 
journals which share our viewpoints and in- 
terests. 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST — (1) 
believes in the promotion of scientific method 
and reason as the only tools for the solution 
of human problems in this life; (2) believes 
that democracy as a way of life and a way 
of government is the scheme for human 
relations most consistent with human knowl- 
edge and experience and, therefore, with the 
Rationalist-Humanist concept of Man; (3) be- 
lieves that religious, intellectual and political 
freedom can be maintained only if there exists 
a complete separation between Church and 
State; (4) believes that public education is 
one of the keystones of democratic civilization, 
and must strive to produce, in a democratic 
and secular manner, responsible citizens and 
what Carl Rogers has called “fully functioning 
personalities’; (5) believes that civilization 
can be preserved and improved only if aware 
citizens are informed about and willing to 
combat all forms of political, religious, social 
and economic totalitarianism and tyranny. 


Magazine With A Program 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST, believ- 
ing that a better world can result only from 


human effort, supports and urges both in- 


dividual and group action in the following 


directions: (1) the promotion of honest and 


adequate mass information, and opposition to 
all forms of censorship and suppression; (2) 
the protection and extension of civil liberties 
and Constitutional freedoms; (3) international 
peace and cooperation; (4) the promotion of 
population planning ard universal birth control 
education; (5) improved physical and mental 
health programs; (6) intelligent action toward 
reduction of crime and juvenile delinquency; 
(7) the improvement of social welfare pro- 
grams; (8) the elimination of racial prejudice 
and discrimination; (9) conservation of natural 
and human resources; (10) an economy of 
efficiency and abundance for all. 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST will pro- 
mote the above goals to the best of its ability, 
and will do so in a manner which does not 
duplicate the efforts of other excellent journals 
with similar interests. We will at all times 
welcome comments, suggestions and criticisms 
from our readers, and will be more than grate- 
ful for any support, moral or financial or other- 
wise, which readers and friends might care 
to render. (Our magazine, like most other 
liberal journals, is not yet able to subsist on 
subscriptions alone, but must depend to a 
certain extent upon the generosity of readers 
who approve of what we are doing.) We 
hope that you, our readers, will cooperate with 
us in making the RATIONALIST the finest 
journal of its kind. 


THE EDITOR. 
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FOUR IMPORTANT BOOKS 


20000) 


by Corliss Lamont 3} 
v 


» THE PHILOSOPHY OF HUMANISM 

: A highly readable treatment of the 
historical development and the current 
scope of naturalistic Humanism. , 


Paper Cover — $1.45 | 
; v 


> THE ILLUSION OF IMMORTALITY , 
“An extraordinarily complete and well- 3 
informed discussion of the various 
. aspects of the problem of life after 
4 death, surveying relevant arguments 
from historical, scientific, social and 
4 philosophical angles.’’ — John Dewey. 
Paper cover — $1.65 

‘ v 


22260000. 


. 


$ FREEDOM IS AS FREEDOM DOES 3 
An unsemtimental journey through the 
labyrinths of official and other threats 
to the freedoms supposedly guaran- 
teed by the Bill of Rights. 

y Hard cover — $3.95 ; 


; KUMANIST SYMPOSIUM ON 
METAPHYSICS 

, A lively discussion by a number of 
2 important Humanist thinkers. 


Paper cover — ....50 
v , 


PAMPHLETS BY CORLISS LAMONT , 
{2 - The Civil Liberties Crisis 
> 3 - The Humanist Tradition 
, t4 - Effects of American Foreign Policy 5c 


2208 


9 5 - Back to the Bill of Rights ................. 10c $ 
> $6- Myth of Soviet Aggression ................. 5c 

s «67 -Challenge to McCarthy 00... 5e 3 
3 {8 - The Congressional Inquisition ........... Se 4 
> 


: t9 - The Assault on Academic Freedom 10c $ 
£10 - The Right to Travel o..............cccccccsssesseeese 10c } 
#12 - A Peace Program for the U.S.A. ......10c 
{13 - My Trip Around the World ee | 
4 * 

> SPECIAL OFFER — All the above books 
} and pamphlets by Corliss Lamont — 
only $7.75 3 


— For a limited time only — $ 


* 
3 A. R. BOOK SERVICE ; 


2 6720 S. ASHLAND AVE. CHICAGO 36, ILL. 
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Readers’ Forum ® 


Dear Editor: 

Will you please give us a little space about our 
Freethought Acquaintance Club? 

We have just started it off with about 50 mem- 
bers and the lists are mailed to nearly 500 in- 
terested freethinkers. More members are coming 
in almost every day, and we are getting dozens of 
letters approving our efforts. 

Any freethinker who needs a mate should have 
his or her name, address and pertinent information 
in our list. THERE IS NO CHARGE AT ALL, as 
I am standing all expenses and doing the work with- 
out charge and will continue to do so for a year, 
when the members will elect someone else as 
secretary. 

We are shortest of lady members, although we 
do have about a third as many as men, and we 
can assure the women if they send in their listings 
they will soon have a few pen-pals, one of whom 
may soon develop into a close friend. 

During the past two months we have had many 
sad letters, telling of homes broken up by religion 
and we are more convinced than ever that more 
homes are broken up by religion than by alcohol. 


Jack Bays, 
Cedaredge, Colorado. 
. * - 
A. R. Book Service: 

We thank you for the books which we have re- 
ceived in good order, and enclose herewith our 
cheque for the sum of 42 dollars. 

We appreciate your prompt and efficient service 
in forwarding the literature to us, and look forward 
to placing more orders with you in the future. 

J. H. Skerry, Secretary, 
Rationalist Association of Australia, 
Melbourne, Australia. 
« * * 
Dear Editor: 

You people deserve a great deal of credit for 
publishing the work of Harry Elmer Barnes and 
Oscar Riddle. It is wonderful to have a magazine 
today telling of the shocking neglect of Darwin's 
work. Riddle deserves high praise. 

Of course you also publish much else that is 
scientifically good. I was especially interested in 
your review of Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World 
Revisited. Here we see the same society that ignores 
Darwin’s observations ignoring the observations of 
the Institute for Propaganda Analysis. It all fits 
a pattern, as I pointed out in my book, Tomorrow 
We'll All Be Geniuses. 

Gordon Caulfield, 
Fort Meyers, Florida. 
. 7 
Dear Readers: 

We hope that you will excuse us for not printing 
or personally answering every one of your com- 
munications, but, unfortunately, we are working 
under severe space and time limitations. We do, 
however, appreciate hearing from each of you and 
will print and answer as many letters as possible, 
and hope that you will continue to send us your 
comments, criticisms and suggestions. 


Thank you. The Editor. 





Nehru: Humanist Statesman 


by ROBERT 


It's not easy to realize that Jawaharlal Nehru, 
second only to Gandhi in the affections of 
the Indian masses and the undisputed leader 
of the various peoples of that great sub- 
continent we just call “India’’, has now passed 
his seventieth birthday. Jawaharlal — the 
name means “the red jewel’ — Nehru was, in 
fact, born in Allahabad on November 14, 
1889, the son of a highly successful and 
Westernized lawyer who came of Kashmir 
Brahmin stock, the elite group in Hindu society. 
“Indian by birth yet Western by education,” 
writes Dr. Michael Brecher of McGill Univer- 
sity in his scholarly and very readable Nehru: 
A Political Biography — (Oxford University 
Press, 42/-), “modern in outlook yet in- 
fluenced by the heritage of his native land, 
a staunch patriot, yet a man with international 
vision, he was the symbol of a new society — 
liberal, humanist, and equalitarian. Indeed, he 
was the embodiment of an intelligentsia con- 
stantly in turmoil as it sought to reconcile 
its goals with the alien environment in which 
it grew to maturity.” 


Until Nehru was three he lived with his 
parents in Allahabad proper, near the ‘““chowk”’ 
or market, amidst the congestion so typical of 
urban India. It is a measure of the prosperity 
of his family that they were soon able to afford 
a move to the exclusive European area. In 
1900 Nehru’s father purchased a_ luxurious 
house which he named “Abode of Happiness” 
and it was here that the young Nehru spent his 
formative years. From pre-school age until the 
time he left for England, at fifteen, he was 
educated by private tutors, mostly British. 
Learned Brahmins were engaged to teach him 
Hindi and Sanskrit. Luxury and security were 
characteristic of the Nehru household. Nehru 
was being cast in the image of an English 
gentleman if not indeed an English aristocrat, 
and this early conditioning still exerts a certain 
pull on the seventy-year-old statesman. 

Nehru has vivid recollections of his Harrow 
schooldays. Dr. Brecher researched into the 
Harrow archives and interviewed some of 
Nehru’s contemporaries there, but finds that 
the boy Nehru did not make a strong im- 
pression on his fellows, despite the fact that 
he once won a half-mile race in the Head- 
master’s House competition. He was twice top 


of his form in term examinations. Going up 


GREACEN 


to Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1907, he 
spent three idyllic years reading for the natural 
science tripos. After that, he departed for 
London where he entered the Inner Temple. 
Called to the Bar in 1912 he returned to India 
after seven largely happy and stimulating years 
in the country against whose successive govern- 
ments he was to struggle for a great part of 
his life. The polished Kashmir Brahmin had 
yet to discover Mother India. 


The awakening of Nehru’s feeling for India 
was partly due to his own recognition of the 
appalling poverty of the masses, whose lot did 
not seem to be improving under a foreign ad- 
ministration, and partly thanks to the influence 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Despite Gandhi's in- 
fluence, however — and it was both great 
and enduring — Nehru has never been a re- 
ligious man. Here are his own words on 
religion — and they by no means constitute 
an isolated utterance — written to his friend 


Dr. Mahmud: 


“No country or people who are slaves to 
dogma .. . can progress, and unhappily our 
country and people have become extraordi- 
narily dogmatic and little-minded . . . Religion 
as practised in India has become the old man 
of the sea for us, and it has not only broken 
our backs but stultified and almost killed all 
originality of thought and mind. Like Sinbad 
the sailor we must get rid of this terrible 
burden before we can aspire to breathe freely 
or do anything useful . . . | have no patience 
left with the legitimate and illegitimate off- 
spring of religion.” 

Here is another quotation that will surely 
drive the point home: “‘I find myself incapable 
of thinking of a deity or of any unknown 
supreme power in anthropomorphic terms, and 
the fact that many people think so is con- 
tinually a source of surprise to me.” 

Nehru has been a lifelong humanist. This 
humanism led him to socialism. True, he has 
flirted with Communism, especially as a young 
man and after his first visit, in 1927, to the 
Soviet Union. Like many other Indians, and 
indeed Asians, he was impressed by the ap- 
parent lack of a colour-bar in Russia; he feels, 
too, that Asia, with all her urgent problems of 
food shortage, over-population and industrial 
under-development, cannot afford to dissipate 
energy in taking sides in the present East-West 
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Nor can he see Com- 


ideological struggle. 
munism, for all its obvious faults and over- 
simplifications, in a truly imperialistic aspect, 
certainly not in the way he can see Britain 
or France or even smaller Western powers 
like Holland. Nehru, fully aware of the at- 
tractions of Communism, knows that it at least 


gets things done, 
repels him. 


but Communist practice 


“I am not a Communist chiefly because | 
resist the Communist tendency to treat Com- 
munism as holy doctrine; I do not like being 
told what to think or do. | suppose | am too 
much of an individualist. I feel also that too 
much violence is associated with Communist 
methods. The ends cannot be separated from 
the means.” 


In the last two sentences one notices the 
impact of Gandhi's teaching. 


The 1939-45 war was a period of great 
difficulty and strain in Anglo-Indian relations. 
Some Indians went so far in their hostility to 
British rule as to support the Japanese. Nehru 
of course had no more use for the Japanese 
militarist expansionism than for British im- 
perialism; and in any case he considered it 
dishonourable to strike the British Raj in the 
back in its hour of difficulty. No doubt the 
quick decision of the Attlee Government, fol- 
lowing the end of hostilities, to give the 
Indian sub-continent self-government averted 
a major clash between the two countries. What 
a miracle it was that the division of the im- 
mense land-mass into Pakistan and India did 
not result in an even greater loss of life than 
was actually the case! Could it have been so 
but for the urging for restraint by Gandhi 
and his right-hand man, Nehru? Nor should 
we under rate the necessary role played by 
Lord Mountbatten during the transition period. 
Nehru and Mountbatten, men not dissimilar 
in outlook — aristocrats with liberal demo- 
cratic convictions — worked together har- 
moniously to accomplish the switch-over of 
power. 

The st aggle for independence was painful 
but relatively straightforward. With the final 
achievement of that goal, what next? Nehru 
has tried hard to build up Indian . dustry and 
increase agricultural output; and these less 
romantic tasks have proved exceedingly dif- 
ficult. Indian peasants, bound sstill in the 
straight-jacket of the caste system, deeply con- 
servative in all their ways, mostly illiterate 
and not even having the advantage of a com- 
monly spoken language, are strongly resistant 
to change. How is India to feed her immense 
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population? In order to cope with these in- 
ternal problems Nehru had to look away from 
the outside world of international affairs, yet 
he remains at heart an internationalist with a 
strong desire that India should play a worthy 
role in such organisations as the United 
Nations. 


Now and then Nehru speaks his mind on 
international events. Quick to denounce the 
Suez adventure, for example, he hesitated be- 
fore criticizing Soviet intervention in Hungary; 
and this hesitation lost him considerable sup- 
port in India, where the number of his critics 
has been increasing in recent years. Faced with 
Chinese agression in Tibet, Nehru once again 
hesitated. Some people have hinted that his 
grip is less sure than formerly. In the Indian 
province of Kerala the Communists won 
control, and this may indeed indicate the way 
things will go in India when Nehru quits the 
scene. If no strong successor can be found, 
will Indian democracy crumble before the on- 
slaught of the well-organized Communists or, 
alternatively, that of the powerful Hindu right- 
wing authoritarians? 


Much depends on the length of time Nehru’s 
mental and physical resources will last. While 
they have admittedly been enormous, it must 
be remembered that he has passed his seven- 
tieth birthday, and that he has worked relent- 
lessly for many years. (Unlike the majority 
of Indians, Nehru knows the meaning of time, 
and his quick temper is apt to be lost when 
he comes across time-wasting and unpunctu- 
ality.) It is anyone’s guess as to what will 
happen when eventually Nehru relinquishes 
power. Only time will tell whether this found- 
ing father of an independent and democratic 
India has built on sure foundations. Speaking 
of the future, Nehru once proposed an epitaph 
to himself that could hardly be bettered: 


“If any people choose to think of me then, 
| should like them to say: “This was a 
man who, with all his mind and heart, 
loved India and the Indian people. and 
they, in turn, were indulgent to him and 
gave him their love most abundantly 
and extravagantly.” 
(Reprinted from the 
New Zealand Rationalist. ) 


“It is the consuming hunger of the uncritical 
mind for what it imagines to be certainty or finality 
which impels it to feast upon shadows.” 


Prof. E. T. Bell. 





Nehru And Religion 


“The spectacle of what is called religion, 
or at any rate organized religion, in India and 
elsewhere has filled me with horror, and | have 
frequently condemned it and wished to make 
a clean sweep of it.”” It is with this unequivocal 
statement that Prime Minister Nehru begins 
the discussion of religion in his inspiring auto- 
biography Toward Freedom (Boston. Beacon 
Press, $1.95). What follows is one of the 
most sensitive and eloquent expressions of the 
Humanist-Rationalist viewpoint that is likely 
to be encountered anywhere today and per- 
haps the only one to be publicly issued by a 
leading contemporary statesman. 


Mr. Nehru recognizes that organized re- 
ligion has usually stood for “‘blind belief and 
reaction, dogma and bigotry, superstition and 
exploitation, and the preservation of vested 
interests,” but goes on to ask whether there 
might not be something else in religion which 
makes it a powerful force and which at times 
brings “peace and comfort to innumerable 
tortured souls." He seems to conclude that 
this “peace and comfort’ are probably il- 
lusory, but leaves further inquiry into the mat- 
ter for persons who have the time to worry 
about that sort of thing. Mr. Nehru is a prac- 
tical man, and therefore from the practical 
point of view regards organized religion as 
a generally harmful thing, being frequently, 
as in the case of the Church of England with 
which he is quite familiar, but a sort of camou- 
flage or rationalization for various forms of 
organized and legalized avarice. Thus could 
Christianity defend, or at least refrain from 
attacking, imperialism, feudalism, monarchism 
and the institution of slavery. 


As Nehru sees it, one must be concerned 
either with this world or with some hoped-for 
or imagined other world. One cannot have 
one’s cake and eat it too, as Protestantism has 
attempted to do, for this leads organized 
religion to gradually become a matter of pious 
hypocrisy and crass materialism. He remarks 
that Catholicism, Islam and popular Hinduism, 
in theory if not in practice, remain essen- 
tially supernaturalistic, basically otherworldly, 
and this otherworldliness, Nehru asserts, is “‘the 
enemy of clear thought, for it is based not only 
on the acceptance without demur of certain 
fixed and unalterable theories and dogmas, 
but also on sentiment and emotion and pas- 
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sion’; and “‘it deliberately or unconsciously 
shuts its eyes to reality lest reality may not 
fit in with preconceived notions.” 

But although the traditional religious or- 
thodoxies offer “‘a safe anchorage from doubt 
and mental conflict, an assurance of a future 
life which will make up for the deficiencies 
of this life,’’ the man who built and now leads 
Indian democracy will not be seduced by 
their metaphysical charms. Instead, he espouses 
the Humanist-Rationalist position with ringing 
eloquence. “I prefer the open sea, with all 
its storm; and tempests. Nor am I greatly 
interested in the afterlife, in what comes after 
death. | find the problems of this life suf- 
ficiently absorbing to fill my mind.”’ Nehru 
chooses to accept this world as it is, to meet 
it head on, to remake it or perish in the at- 
tempt. 

Living is essentially ethical, Mr. Nehru be- 
lieves, and traditional supernaturalism is the 
enemy of truly human and natural ethics since 
“it is narrow and intolerant of other opinions 
and ideas, self-centered and egotistic,”” fre- 
quently allowing “‘itself to be exploited by 
self-seekers and opportunists.." Nehru does 
not mean to imply that many conventionally 
‘religious persons have not been highly 
ethical, but he does feel that supernaturalism 
does inhibit progress toward Humanistic ethics. 
The supernaturalist is usually concerned with a 
selfish quest for certainty (call it God or the 
Absolute or what you will), with an asocial 
devotion to securing his own personal 
vation’’. 


“sal- 
The man who professes to be trying 
to mortify himself in the interest of glorifying 
some deity is really only obsessed with his 
own poor self. The mystic seeking Nirvana 
or its equivalent is more selfish than the man 
who works to promote justice, progress, free- 
dom and happiness for all in this life. Super- 
naturalist morality is generally related not to 
human needs and problems but rather to 
fancies about what might please or displease 
an anthropomorphic phantom. This is why 
Mr. Nehru would like to make a clean sweep 
of organized religion. This life is all and 
enough; its problems are the only problems; 
we are the only conscious beings — on our 
own planet, at least; our religious thinking, if 
we may call it that, must concern this, the 
real world and its real problems; all other 
religion is delusion and folly. Nehru would 
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probably agree with Miguel de Unamuno that 
we should live as if we wanted to deserve im- 
mortality, but not as though we could be 
given immortality by denying life and its real 
responsibilities. 


In closing, the highest tribute that | can pay 


Mr. Nehru is to express the hope that our 
race will produce more Humanist statesmen 
like him. We must, as a matter of practical 
necessity and even survival. I could only 
shudder when I watched our new President 
make several idiotic supernaturalistic gestures 
(the sign of the cross) during his recent in- 
auguration. What would Nehru have thought? 


The Virtue Of Doubt 


by JOHN G. Mac KINNON 


Last Sunday when I spoke on this program I 
suggested that the general high esteem in which 
Faith is held should be subjected to some rather 
sharp examination and questioning. Faith is good 
if whatever you have it in is right, good, beneficial 
to the quest for value; but it is likely to be bad if 
it is held in things which are wrong, bad, or de- 
structive of value. If there is no way to be sure 
whether the object of your faith is true and right 
except through having faith in it, then the whole 
matter escapes the usual, natural ways in which 
men establish their values and seek to win them. 
Such a faith may be a supernatural virtue, but it is 
not a natural one. This is the case with much of 
the faith that our civilization extolls as a virtue, 
because that term is usually used to mean belief in 
theological or supernatural propositions which can- 
not be substantially demonstrated by any natural 
human means. Natural faith, which is faith in 
people, or in ideas or programs, or devotion to 
principle is good or bad depending upon the people, 
the ideas, programs and principles toward which 
it is directed. If the people are unworthy, the ideas 
and programs destructive, and the principles value 
destroying, then faith in them is bad; if the op- 
posite is true, then faith in them is good. Therefore, 
if faith is to be a natural virtue, it must be pre- 
ceded by a sorting out of the good and worthy from 
the evil and unworthy objects of faith. This is some- 
thing which human beings do out of their experience 
— beth individual and social — as they live life 
and fulfill its values. So the best that can be said 
of faith as a virtue is somewhat equivocal. Some- 
times it is and sometimes it isn’t. 

But doubt, to which I should like to turn our at- 
tention, is much more likely to be an unequivocal 
natural virtue. That is to say, while faith is good 
only sometimes and depending upon the object to 
which it is directed, doubt is always good; always 
a natural virtue. 

Doubt is always good because of the way in 
which we human beings arrive at reliable and valid 
knowledge and understanding. We accumulate 
experience, remembering and recording what this 
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experience has been. Then we apply human thought 
to the manipulation of this experience to come up 
with conclusions which we consider to be reliable 
and trustworthy. Whether they are actually re- 
liable and trustworthy depends upon the nature of 
the experience, the accuracy with which we have 
remembered or recorded it, and the quality of the 
thought we use to manipulate it to conclusions. 
Another factor gets into the act here, which greatly 
affects the trustworthiness and validity of our 
conclusions. That is the factor of emotional slant, 
or how we feel about the subject matter under 
consideration. If, for some reason, we want very 
much to believe a certain coneclusion, then both 
the way we remember experience, and the way our 
thought processes manipulate it may be consciously 
or unconsciously distorted so as to reach the con- 
clusion we want. 


Doubt is the corrective safeguard which keeps 
us from reaching untrustworthy or invalid con- 
clusions. A habit of doubt questions the validity 
of any conclusion. It causes one to ask not only 
“Is this conclusion valid?’ but also: “Were the 
thought processes which led to it sound?” and 
“Was the experience from which it arose accurately 
remembered and recorded?” A habit of doubt 
causes one to go back and reconsider each step in 
reaching a conclusion: to reexamine the remembered 
experience, to reconsider the thought processes 
which were applied to it, and, perhaps most impor- 
tant of all, to seek out and correct any possible 
emotional slant which may have distorted the 
process along the way. 

To see how this process works let’s look at a 
completely non-controversial example: that the 
moon is made of green cheese. I should like io 
change this proposition and state it that the moon 
is made of roquefort cheese. The body of experience 
upon which this is based is derived from looking 
at the moon, which, by its white color containing 
blotches of a darker color, a sort of grayish blue, 
looks very much like a round piece of roquefort 
cheese. The thought processes applied to this ex- 
perience are very simple: It looks like it, therefore 
it is, a sort of rough reasoning by analogy. The 
emotional slant may be pretty hard to find because 
this is a proposition about which it is pretty hard 
to care very much. But suppose one is involved 
in an argument about it and his prowess as an 
arguer is at stake. This could supply the emotional 
slant; the strong desire to reach a certain con- 
clusion. Now doubt raises the question about the 
experience. It asks about this business of looking 
at the moon; about how far away it is; about how 
it would look if you got closer. It can refer io 
photographs of the moon taken through high 
powered telescopes in which the appearance of 
the moon’s surface is entirely different. Thus it 
qualifies the original basis of experience. Then it 
attacks the thought processes. It raises questions 
about the deceptiveness of appearances; about the 
use of analogy as an invalid method of thought 
unless the analogues (in this case the moon on the 
one hand and a piece of roquefort cheese on the 
other) are, in fact, similar. Finally, it points out 
the emotional slant which drives one to the con- 
clusion for reasons having nothing to do with the 
facts under consideration, in this case, the desire 
to score a point in an argument. By the time doubt 
has gotten in its licks this particular conclusion 
is destroyed and shown to be an invalid one. 





All this is not to say that doubt and its use will 
guarantee us that we will get a trustworthy and 
valid conclusion every time. There is no way that 
we human beings can achieve that goal. There is no 
touchstone to absolutely perfect knowledge and un- 
derstanding. We must simply do the best we can, 
and arrive at the most trustworthy and valid 
knowledge that is possible, which is bound to 
be imperfect in many respects. But doubt and the 
habit of questioning conclusions is the best means 
we have to accomplish this result. 

The scientific method of inquiry is generally 
conceded today to give us more accurate infor- 
mation about our physical surroundings than any 
other method of finding out about things. It is, 
essentially, the method of doubt. When someone 
comes up with a brand new idea — by insight, 
intuition, hunch or guess — this is not accepted 
forthwith as true, trustworthy and valid. It is 
subjected to the processes of doubt. The scientific 
method seeks a way to prove or disprove it. The 
data are examined and subjected to experiment. 
This is doubt taking another look at the body 
of experience, upon which the idea is based. The 
process of thought, which in many scientific theories 
may be mathematical, is subjected to a rigorous 
re-examination. The possibility of emotional slant 
is considered, and if possible eliminated. A new 
idea which is able to withstand all these assaults 
of doubt, and still remain firm, is said to be reason- 
ably well demonstrated; and it is accepted as a 
trustworthy and valid conclusion. This is the 
method which we have found turns up the best 
and most reliable information about our physical 
world. 

In contrast most of the conclusions of conven- 
tional religion are pretty vulnerable to doubt. This 
is probably why doubt is not listed among the cata- 
logue of Christian virtues; why most religious 
teachers and preachers denounce and condemn 
doubters and skeptics; why people are urged and 
exhorted by the voices of religion to accept certain 
conclusions on faith; why the questioning of “truths 
once and for all delivered to the saints” is strongly 
discouraged. 

In our Christian culture one of the most common 
and most frequent arguments for the truth of 
theological propositions is that “it is written in 
the Bible.” Proof texts are often used to end 
arguments over Christian doctrine, if both con- 
testants accept the Bible as the authoritative re- 
pository of all religious truth. Of course, arguments 
may continue even between such contestants if 
they depend upon interpretation of the Bible texts. 
In terms of the manner in which we humans seek 
understanding, the Bible text is the record of ex- 
perience, and the interpretation is the process of 
thought manipulating that experience. Seldom in 
such an argument is the factor of emotional slant 
absent; for usually both contestants feel very 
strongly that they want to reach a given conclusion. 

Doubt attacks all three factors and subjects them 
to re-examination. Doubt, applied to the text of 
the Bible, destroys the assumption that it is the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 
Doubt actually sets the Bible in place as a collection 
of literary masterpieces of the human race. By 
reading the Bible one can learn much about human 
beings in a given time and place; about what they 
thought, how they felt, how they behaved, etc. 
But the words written by some human beings many 


years ago are, after all, words written by these 
human beings. They have no more valid claim to 
being eternal and absolute truth than words writ- 
ten by other human beings in other times and 
places, even today and in our culture. 

One may be rightfully suspicious when he is 
urged to have faith in a certain conclusion, and 
when the act of doubting that conclusion is met 
with denunciation and condemnation. He may be 
rightfully suspicious that the conclusion has not 
been subjected to trial by doubt, and that its 
proponents fear to subject it to that test of its 
trustworthiness and validity. This is equally true 
whether it be a religious conclusion, a political one, 
an economic one, or a social or psychological one. 
When people get mad at other people who are 
skeptical of their conclusions, there is very likely to 
be an inadequate basis for those conclusions in 
experience, or the experience may be recorded in 
a distorted manner, or the thought processes lead- 
ing to the conclusion may be unsound, or — and 
this is most likely — there may be a very strong 
emotional slant which has really been the source 
of the conclusion. 

If there had been a wider use of the habit of 
doubt in the history of humankind, a vast amount 
of suffering, destruction, agony and death might 
well have been avoided. Monolithic accumulations 
of power are usually based upon blind faith. People 
are convinced or compelled to accept certain con- 
clusions which make the exercise of such power 


possible. For this reason Western civilization has 
had its religious wars and persecutions. Any 
system of thought which cannot sustain itself 


against doubt, or which is afraid to try to sustain 
itself against doubt, and must therefore hound 
and persecute the doubter, is suspect. That which 
is actually the most trustworthy and valid is best 
able to come through the ordeal of doubt with 
flying colors. 

Men have learned to use doubt, not as widely 
as they should, not as universally as would be good 
for them — but they have learned to use it as a 
tool for sharpening the validity of knowledge and 
understanding. They have learned this out of the 
social experience of living together, trying to under- 
stand their world and themselves. It has been a 
natural development. Often in the name of some 
supernatural ideas, strong efforts have been made 
to stamp out the practice of doubt. But these, 
however successful, have never prevailed for long. 
Doubt returns because men have developed it out of 
their lives, as a useful tool for the clarifying of 
knowledge. 

And doubt, as a natural virtue, pays off in this 
life and on this earth. Insofar as it is the best 
means we know of arriving at reasonably good 
understanding and knowledge, it increases the 
power and ability of man to utilize the resources 
of his world in building for himself a good life. 

If faith is only good when its object is true. 
trustworthy and valid, then doubt is a very neces- 
sary natural virtue. For doubt is the means we 
use to do the sorting between what it is good to 
have faith in and what it is not. What we need 
in the world is more doubt, and more doubters. 


(This article is the script of a radio talk presented 
on January 15th, 1961, by Rev. Mac Kinnon, who 
is minister of All Souls Unitarian Church in In- 
dianapolis, Ind.) 
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The Passing Parade 
coll 


Cuba ? ? ? 








If all one knows about the present situation 
in Cuba is derived from the domestic mass 
media, one is likely to think that Cuba is a 
Communist satellite on our very doorstep, that 
Dr. Castro is some sort of demon and that 
Uncle Sam is 99.44% pure, holy, misunder- 
stood and abused. It is extremely naive and 
dangerous, however, to think in such black 
and white terms. As an antidote to the 
distorted news being purveyed here in the 
U.S., | would like to recommend a little book 
which rather clearly presents the Cuban side 
of the story, written by an eminent American 
sociologist. The book is a paperback entitled 
Listen, Yankee, and can be purchased for 50c 
in any drugstore, supermarket or — if you 
can find one — bookstore. The author, C. 
Wright Mills, who wrote White Collar and 
The Power Elite, went to Cuba in August of 
1960 and wrote Listen, Yankee on his return. 
Listen, Yankee does not pretend to be an 
objective analysis of the Cuban situation; 
rather, it presents, in a most stimulating and 
challenging manner, the story of the Cuban 
revolution from the Cuban point of view, 
which is vastly different from the point of view 
of the average, comfortable, half-brainwashed, 
half-asleep Yankee. Listen, Yankee charges 
that the Cuban revolution has been misre- 
presented by ignorance and deliberate lies; 
that Cuban resentment against the United 
States is based on real grievances; and insists 
“that unless we wake up to our mistakes we 
will lose out in Latin America, Asia and Africa, 
and that we must not permit our government 
to make mistakes of ignorance and arrogance 
that cost us the respect of the hungry nations 
of the world.” Listen Yankee is must reading 
for an informed citizenry. 

But the facts of the current Cuban situation 
must be viewed in proper perspective. In this 
regard, | would like to suggest that all who 
criticize the Cubans and their (alleged) short- 
comings would do well to humbly keep in 
mind the following facts: Democracy in the 
English speaking world has been developing 
since before the Magna Carta (1215) and 
still is not quite perfect, while the Spanish 
speaking peoples were first exposed to de- 
mocratic ideas around 1800 and were thrust 
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into the modern world with far greater handi- 
caps (Catholicism, lack of industrialism, semi- 
feudal customs, educational backwardness, etc) 
than we Gringos and Her Majesty's subjects. 
The American Revolution lasted six years (to 
Cuba's two) and we did not settle into our 
present form of government until eight years 
after the end of hostilities (or was it not until 
after the Civil War and women suffrage and 
the Wagner Act?), even though we Americans 
had experience with self-government from 
1607 until Lexington and Concord. Our treat- 
ment of Loyalists (to George III) was not too 
much better than Cuba’s treatment of Batista 
henchmen and buddies. We did not develop 
political parties until several years after our 
Constitutional government was functioning. — 
Let's wake up to the realities of 1961. Let's 
not have the pot condemn the blackness of the 
kettle. Let's remember that McKinley is dead. 


In concluding these remarks on Cuba, it 
might be interesting to read something that 
Fidel Castro said in one of his speeches: 


“Standing between the two political and 
economic ideologies or positions being debated 
in the world, we are holding our own position. 
We have named it humanism, because its 
methods are humanistic, because we want to 
rid man of all fears, directives or dogmatisms. 
We are rovolutionizing society without binding 
or terrorizing it. The tremendous problem 
faced by the world is that it has been placed 
in a position where it must choose between 
capitalism, which starves people, and com- 
munism, which resolves economic problems 
but suppresses the liberties so greatly cherished 
by man. Both Cubans and Latin Americans 
cherish and foster a revolution that may meet 
their material needs without sacrificing those 
liberties. Should we accomplish this by demo- 
cratic means, the Cuban revolution will become 
a classic example in the history of the world. 


“Our idea of freedom is different from that 
of the reactionaries who talk of elections but 
not of social justice. Without social justice, 
democracy is not possible, for without it men 
would be slaves of poverty. That is why 
we have said that we are one step ahead of 
the right and of the left, and that this is a 
humanistic revolution, because it does not de- 
prive man of his essence, but holds him as 
its basic aim. Capitalism sacrifices man; the 
Communist state, by its totalitarian concept, 
sacrifices the rights of man. That is why we 
do not agree with any of them. Each people 
must develop its own political organization, 
out of its own needs, not forced upon them 


or copied; and ours is an autonomous Cuban 
revolution. Can 
we conceive of all peoples listening to the same 
music ? 


It is as Cuban as our music. 


Such is the reason for my saying that 
this revolution is not red, but olive-green, 
for olive-green is precisely our color, the color 
of the revolution brought by the rebel army 
from the heart of the Sierra Maestra.” 


Your editor and the American Rationalist 
are not in a position to support or condemn 
the Cuban revolution. But we can enter a 
plea for understanding and a large measure 
of tolerance, and we can demand that our 
government and our news purveyors make 
some effort to get the facts straight before 
they call for blood or institute regular Orwel- 
lian “five minute hates’’ against Castro. Who 
knows, perhaps an informed American people 
would not want anyone's blood. 


Postscript on Puerto Rico 


The January 17 issue of Look contained 
some interesting bits of information about 
Puerto Rico which bear out the comments 
by your editor in the January-February issue 
of the Rationalist. Look staff writer J. Robert 
Moskin notes that clericalism is one of the 
chief threats to Puerto Rican political progress 
and quotes Governor Munoz Marin as asking, 
“How the devil will Congress admit a state in 
which bishops tell the people what to do?” 
Moskin then quotes Puerto Rican Archbishop 
James Davis (who helped found the new 
clericalist party which opposes the governor's 
liberal policies on education, marriage, and 
family planning, and who tried unsuccessfully 
to defeat the governor and his Popular Demo- 
cratic Party) as saying that absolute separation 
of church and state is “an absolute insult to 
Catholics’, and that Governor Munoz Marin, 
but for U. S. influence (sic), would be “a 
Trujillo who doesn't carry a revolver." For 
his part, Mufoz asserted that “The Catholic 
Church is nof ready for the modern world”, 
and hinted that Bishops Davis and McManus 
could serve Puerto Rico best by leaving the 
island. 


Great Quotations 


If you are like me, you have long been 
disgusted by the inadequacy of the rather 
bowdlerized standard anthologies of quotations 
and have taken to scribbling memorable quotes 
on old envelopes and fly leaves and in little 
notebooks which usually manage to become 
mislaid. Realizing that there existed a great 


demand for previously not anthologized quotes 
from Ethan Allen, Samuel Adams, Bakunin, 
Brandeis, John Dewey, Freud, Ingersoll, Dar- 
row, Ghandi, Henry George, Lord Acton, 
Lenin, Luther, John Stuart Mill, Albert Camus, 
Einstein, Jung, Khrushchev, Ortega y Gassett, 
Picasso, Sartre, H. G. Wells, Schweitzer, the 
brothers Huxley and numerous other important 
and frequently controversial figures in the 
history of ideas and action, journalist and 
author George Seldes spent many years in the 
collection of what is now available as a large, 
handsome, 912 page volume called The Great 
Quotations, published by Lyle Stuart of New 
York. 

Although The Great Quotations is priced 
at $15.00, it is worth every penny of it, for 
the thousands of quotes are all significant 
(there are no descriptions of flowers, sunsets, 
or aphorisms after the fashion of Poor 
Richard) and 95 percent of them have never 
before been anthologized. The quotations are 
presented alphabetically by author's names and 
nearly all of the sources are shown. There is 
also a most useful subject index based upon 
what Dr. Mortimer Adler has determined 
constitute the irreducible minimum of 102 great 
ideas. 

The Great Quotations should be one of the 
keystones of every thinking person's basic 
library. My only regret is that this magnificent 
volume did not appear years ago. The Great 
Quotations may be ordered from our A. R. 
Book Service, 6720 South Ashland Avenue, 
Chicago 36, Illinois. I know that you will 
treasure yours as | treasure mine. 


The Miami Case 


In our last issue, | reported on the court 
suit which several Miami parents have instituted 
to end a variety of religious practices in the 
Miami public schools, practices such as Bible- 
reading, distribution of sectarian literature, 
prayers, hymns and the requirements that all 
teachers be certified theists. As we go to 
press, our Miami correspondent reports that 
the Dade County Circuit Court is again in 
recess, probably until at least the middle of 
December. — Florida Civil Liberties Union 
attorneys have reportedly said that they do 
not expect to win their case in the lower court, 
but are planning to appeal the case to the 
state and federal Supreme Courts. This column 
will report all new developments in that case. 

An interesting sidelight on this case concerns 
the Miami School Board elections. Democratic 
candidate Jack D. Gordon won over the 
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Republican candidate Arthur A. Atkinson in 
spite of Atkinson supporters’ having made a 
big issue of the facts that Gordon is a director 
of the Florida Civil Liberties Union and Vice- 
President of the local chapter of the American 
Jewish Congress, both of which groups are sup- 
porting the plaintiffs in the religious practices 
suit, and that Gordon's sister-in-law is herself 
one of the plaintiffs. An outfit called the “Bi- 
partisan Committee to Elect Atkinson and 
Preserve Bible-Reading” placed several three 
quarter page ads in the Miami Herald in an 
attempt to discredit Gordon. The ads quoted 
American Legion criticisms of the ACLU, 
blasted the ACLU'’s liberal position on church- 
state separation, intimated that Gordon was 
un-American and anti-God and even pro- 
Nazi, quoted one of J. Edgar Hoover's specious 
inanities, and called for the election of Atkin- 
son as the “man who stands 100 percent for 
BIBLE-READING AND PRESERVATION 
OF SPIRITUAL VALUES IN OUR (Fia.) 
SCHOOLS.” (Caps theirs, Ed.) 


Congratulations 


Gordon. 


on your victory, Mister 


Enovid, the recently marketed oral contraceptive 
which works by inhibiting ovulation, is now believed 
to also inhibit cancer of the breast and uterus, ac- 
cording to Dr. Gregory Pincus, of the Worcester 
Foundation for Experimental Biology in Shrews- 
bury, Mass., who pioneered Enovid research in 
Puerto Rico. It seems that while Enovid will be 
quite a boon to mankind in general, the Vatican 
may find it rather a bitter pill to swallow. 


In Greenhills, Ohio, efforts by Unitarian minister 
Robert J. O’Brien and a group of parents to end 
the religious practices of prayer and Bible-reading 
in the local public schools have so far been un- 
successful. The Greenhills Board of Education ap- 
parently gave in to mob pressure when it decided 
to continue the practices in spite of the protests 
of Rev. O’Brien, who is also head of the Cin- 
cinnati branch of the American Civil Liberties 
Union. 


The Puerto Rican Legislature has voted over- 
whelmingly to withhold seats from two members 
elected by the clericalist Christian Action Party, 
Senator-elect E. Davila Polanco and Representative- 
elect Jose Feliu Pesquera, until completion of an 
investigation into charges of election fraud on 
the part of the Catholic Church-backed party. In 
their attempt to unseat Governor Louis Mufoz 
Marin and his majority Popular Democratic Party, 
the clericalists received less than 10% of the total 
popular votes cast in the island’s elections last 
November. 
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The Murray Case 


A courageous Baltimore mother, Mrs. Madalyn 
Murray, and her equally courageous 14 year old 
son, William Murray III, are in the midst of a 
battle for religious freedom which may prove to 
be as significant and far reaching in its effects as 
the famous McCollum case, which it rather closely 
resembles. But rather than reporting the matter 
in cold journalese, we will let Mrs. Murray tell her 
own story. 

“Bill Murray tranferred from a private school 
to a public school, Woodbourne Junior High School, 
Baltimore, Maryland, in February, 1960. He found 
it to be the practice in the public school to read 
the Bible each morning, say the Lord’s prayer, 
pledge allegiance to our nation ‘under God’, and 
to receive little gems of religious ‘wisdom’ near 
religious holidays. He was sometimes urged to z0 
to church. Bill did not like this because he is an 
Atheist. He approached the school about it, on his 
own, but was brushed off. He talked to me about 
it and I discussed it with the school, but was also 
resisted. As Bill’s grandfather was ill during the 
entire school term, our major concern was tem- 
porarily elsewhere. But during the summer Biil 
discussed with me several times about standing up 
for his religious freedom when school resumed 
in September. He grew four inches during the 
summer, turned fourteen, and even sprouted two 
blond hairs on his chin. He spoke of assuming 
the responsibility that comes with maturity and I 
encouraged him in this. 

“When school started in September, Bill decided 
to register protest, but the school would have no 
serious communication with a minor. Buttressed 
by its own authority and bulwarked by the entire 
religious establishment, the school remained in- 
different to all protests. We exhausted every 
administrative remedy, beginning with Bill’s teacher 
and working our way up, step by step, through 
Vice-Principal, Principal, Superintendent of Schools 
and Superintendent of Schools. We could not pre- 
vail. 

“Tt was then that Bill felt he should go on strike. 
We talked over what a strike would be, for in es- 
sence it would be an act of disobedience to the 
Civil law calling for compulsory school attendance. 
Bill said he wanted to do this, and I as his mother, 
and also as an Atheist, felt that I must back him 
in his desire to challenge and in the mode of chal- 
lenging which he had chosen. We notified the 
Woodbourne Junior High School Principal, the 
Superintendent of Schools and all levels of school 
administration, in writing, that Bill would remain 
out of school defying the compulsory school at- 
tendance law as a protest against the forced 
participation in religious ceremony in the public 
schools. The school system’s counter action was 
brilliant: it did nothing. 

“Bill was ‘on strike’ one day, three days, a week, 
two weeks. The school system (as we later dis- 
covered) did nothing and had planned to do nothing, 
except perhaps sigh in relief that a dissident had 
removed himself from the school. 

“After seven days, we wrote a ‘Letter to the 
Editor’ of the local newspaper and described the 
situation. — Within two days Bill and I were 
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Christism, Communism And Psychoanalysism 


by READ BAIN 


Religion is defined here as a set of basic values 
worth striving for and by which other values are 
sanctioned. Thus my title-terms are the names 
of three religious ideologies. All three are now 
somewhat shopworn and are being revised by their 
devotees to counteract the mounting evidence of 
their absurdity. However, they still command the 
uncritical aliegiance of nearly two billion people. 

Since all three are based on fantasy-thinking and 
falsification of reality, since they all specialize in 
the loose use of language, we should expect to find 
them filled with internal conflict and confusion, 
conflicting with each other and with the findings 
and methods of science. Logically, they all should 
have disappeared long ago, but this seldom happens 
to moribund social structures. They develop by 
slow acceleration and disappear by slow attrition 
because their demise is delayed by rationalization, 
patch-work revision, and sophistical apologetics 
under the guidance of specialists in preserving the 
special interests, or vested interests, of the social 
structure. 

Let us consider Christism first. (The term 
“Christism” emphasizes the deific-christolatrous- 
original sin-atonement - mariolatrous - hagiolatrous- 
miracle-mongering - supernaturalistic aspects of 
Christianity. Christianity should refer to the 
secularizing trends which are transforming the 
Christism of the past into a system of values more 
or less in harmony with scientific knowledge.) It 
is remarkable that the gentle son of Joseph and 
Mary should have been deified by a few simple- 
minded and devoted followers and that millions 
have been slain, burned, starved, beaten, and kept 
in poverty and ignorance to serve his honor and 
glory. It is still more remarkable that nearly a 
billion people still believe this simple Jewish boy 
was, and is, a living god; that Americans are urged 
by their President to pray for the success of a 
hernia operation; to pray for peace; to pray for 
our close-squeak escapes from the brink of war. 
Christians assert that Christ is very god of very 
god and try to make everyone assert that we are 
a nation “under God in Whom we trust.” They are 
more concerned about reiterating these absurdities 
than they are about doing the simple things the 
carpenter’s son urged: love all men as brothers; 
sell what thou hast and give the money to the 
poor; hate not; do not take up the sword; turn the 
other cheek, lay not up treasures on this earth; 
share all your goods with other Christians; do not 
serve Mammon; be kind to one another. 

For nearly 2,000 years Christians have made 
strenuous efforts to standardize their beliefs and 
practices. They have held many Ecumenical Coun- 
cils to deal with heresies and schisms; they have 
had many heresy hunts, anti-popes, holy wars, 
inquisitions, excommunications, interdictions, lists 
of prohibited books; they have commited torturings, 
burnings, hangings, and breakings on the wheel; 
they have condemned millions to Hellfire; they have 
fostered systems of parochial schools to preserve 
the “purity of the faith’. Yet there are over 250 
Protestant varieties of the Christian myth which 
run the gamut from “Two Seed in the Spirit Pre- 


destinarian Cold Water Baptists” up to Unitarians. 
There are several hundred Catholic religious orders 
offering many ways to worship the Triune God. 
These range from the ascetic, non-talking Trappists 
and glib Jesuits to the devoted Sisters of the 
Atonement of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary. The Greek Orthodox, Armenian, Coptic, 
Nestorian, and other varieties of Christians are as 
sect-riven as the Protestants and Roman Catholics. 


In short, the followers of the Prince of Peace 
almost constantly have been killing and vilifying 
each other while trying to convince the rest of the 
world that each Christian sect has the final, truly 
authentic revelation of the Absolute Will of God, 
pure, perfect, and undefiled, which all other re- 
ligions must accept on pain of eternal damnation. 
Often the tactics of Christians in “converting the 
heathen” have not differed greatly from the fire 
and sword persuasion of the Moslems. 


If we measure the precepts of Christism against 
its practices, it is the greatest farce in history, 
the epitome of cant and hypocrisy, the very foun- 
tainhead of cruelty and deadly exploitation of 
defenseless peoples. High ranking Christians 
dressed in purple and gold, though sworn to poverty, 
ride in Cadillacs while their ill-fed, ill-clothed, ill- 
housed Christian brothers plod in the dust. 


It is also remarkable that a simple bourgeois 
German scholar toiling in the British Museum 
should become the patron saint and almost deified 
prophet of nearly a billion Communists. It took 
almost 2000 years for the Jesus-cult to be trans- 
mogrified into Christism but it took less than a 
hundred years for Marx to gain his billion converts. 
The two faiths are much more similar than either 
will admit and each has declared a truceless war 
against the other. Doubtless both will be destroyed, 
and perhaps sooner than they think. 


In 1941 Professor Warren published an article 
which presented some interesting parallels between 
German Fascism and the Roman Catholic Church. 
(Roland L. Warren, “Fascism and the Church”, 
American Sociological Review, February 1941, pp. 
45-51.) I was afraid both Warren and the Review 
might be criticized, but if such was the case, I 
never heard of it. Warren noted that the Church 
and the Fascists were identical on ten items of 
institutional structure: Structure, Direction of the 
flow of power; Revelation; Real or imagined foes; 
Attitude toward internationalism which it does not 
dominate; Degree of indoctrination of youth; 
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disciplined “orders”; Chief symbols; 
titude toward expression of opinion. 

Except for one item, Soviet Communism agrees 
completely with Fascism and the Church: the latter 
are both against “physical things — materialism” 
while the Communists love them. The Church hates 
both Communism and Fascism mainly because the 
Church is dedicated to preparing (“saving”) man 
for the hereafter whereas they want to “save” 
man and make him happy in the Here and Now — 
or at least they will make him happy in the near 
future after all the “enemies” are destroyed. If 
any “plagiarism” is to be charged, it must be 
against the two totalitarian systems since the 
ideology and structure of the Church has not 
changed much since 600 A.D. 

There are many close parallels between Christism 
and Communism. Both have slain their millions by 
civil wars, starvation, and secret police; both have 
promoted external wars, sabotage, riots, and rebel- 
lions. Both have censored speech, press, and all 
mass media of communication; both have used 
press, platform, and school to distort their own 
history and that of their opponents. Both have 
a long list of heretics, traitors, martyrs, renegades, 
inquisitions, holy scriptures, devils, and saints. Both 
have ruled by fear, force, and fraud. Both have 
made some useful contributions but they have 
done so at terrible cost of terror, horror, and 
destruction. One reason why Communism has not 
yet equalled Christism in the deformation of the 
human mind and in the destruction of human life 
is that it has existed only one fortieth as long, but 
in its first forty years it has become a real com- 
petitor for the great dishonor. However, unless 
some Capitalist or Communist madman triggers 
atomic war, it is unlikely Communism will ever 
equal Christism in lethality because Communism 
is oriented toward this-wordly reality, respects 
intelligence and science, and hence is likely to 
evolve toward humane and rational social welfare. 
In its first forty years, in spite of terrible strife 
at home and abroad, in a land almost ruined by 
a diseased and exploitive Christism, it has done 
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more for human welfare than Christism and 
autocracy did in 2000 years. Until recently, Christi- 
anity was directed toward other-wordly fantasies 
and held intelligence and science in contempt. For 
millions of so-called Christians this is still true. 

It is remarkable that Freud captured enough 
of the middle class to make psychoanalysis become 
a cult almost as bizarre as Christism and Com- 
munism. Those who made it a cult were more 
literate than logical; they could read better than 
they could think. They were that segment of the 
middle class which constitutes the intelligentsia — 
those who are educated beyond their intellectual 
capacity. 

“Belief in Freud” carries the same magic over- 
tones as “all things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth” and “dialectical materialism compels the 
triumph of Communism.” If one questions the 
Freudian doctrines, he is coldly reminded that one 
who has not been analyzed cannot possibly under- 
stand. Similarly, one cannot question the Christian 
myth unless he has had a personal experience with 
the saving grace of Christ. If one has been “re- 
born in Christ Jesus’, he may worship, marvel, 
and adore, but he is not likely to analyze or criticize. 
So with Freud. In order to understand, ye must 
be analyzed and when this work of grace is done, 
you see the trinity, the id, ego, and superego, and 
all the sex symbols of the world. A hill, a staff, a 
pool, a post hole, a post, are no longer simple 
things; they are swords and scabbards of repressed 
desire which are semi-emergent in dreams, art, and 
in disguised conscious allusions and foci of interest. 
Every little hobby has a meaning all its own, to 
say nothing of every little joke or bon mot. Never 
spee you are about to sake, that is, say you are 
about to speak, or you will be remanded to your 
analyst before you can say “That was merely a 
tip of the slung!” The Freudian difference between 
appearance and reality make Plato’s ideas seem 
almost sensible. 

Like Christism and Communism, psychoanalysism 
is rife and riven with internal and external conflict, 
but its sociopathic effects are minor compared to 
theirs. It has confused and exploited only a fraction 
of the literate few. It has caused almost no deaths 
and has had no power except over its own devotees. 
It is included in my triad only because its ideology 
is similar. Its social structure is as amorphous 
as that of Communism in 1850 or Chrstism around 
150 A.D. Freudianism can never duplicate their 
growth and achievement of power because its 
theoretical assumptions were outmoded almost be- 
fore they were stated. It probably has passed its 
peak as a compulsive cult and will be absorbed by 
psychiatry and psychology instead of dominating 
them as it threatened to do thirty years ago. 

If Communism had been broached only fifty years 
ago, it probably would have had no more success 
than psychoanalysis. Marx wrote when mechanistic, 
unilinear evolutionary concepts dominated natural 
science and philosophy. In a sense, Marx is merely 
an echo of Hegel. By the end of the nineteenth 
century, this ideology was being rapidly replaced 
by the relativistic statistical probability point of 
view. This wrecked Freud’s theories and probably 
would have done the same for Marx. At any rate, 
most analyses of Marxism from 1900 to 1925 — 
and since — left it no legs to stand on. However, 
the damage already had been doone. Its message 
had captured the mass mind and its gospel had 





become the bread and butter of many professional 
revolutionists. In the Apostolic Age, the fear-of- 
hell-and-hope-of-heaven doctrines of this Christism 
captured the minds of the serfs and slaves and 
there were thousands of preachers who had a vested 
interest in propagating the faith. 

If Freud had based his theories on the cultural 
anthropology of his time, the emerging noninstinct 
Jamesian psychology, the social psychology of Bald- 
win, Dewey, G. H. Mead, and Cooley, and the biology 
of Pavlov, they would not have been untenable 
before the ink was dry. The frantic work of the 
“cultural revisionists’ would not have been neces- 
sary. Unfortunately, he was trained as a neurolo- 
gist in the mechanistic evolutionary school which 
used instincts both as explanation and motivation. 
He never was able to understand people who talked 
about the “social determinants of personality”. — 
“Individual” and “society” were antithetic terms 
for him; personalities were biologically derived and 
cetermined rather than being social structures re- 
sulting from symbol-mediated behavior within the 
limits set by genetic differences and the physical 
environment. It is highly probable that he never 
understood what Kroeber was talking about in 
his devastating review of Totem and Taboo. 

Since our three “isms’’ have similar ideological 
backgrounds, they should show us some similar 
characteristics — and they do. I have space for 
only a few and for only a sketchy reference to 
them. All three have charismatic founders — 
Christ, Marx, and Freud. Possibly the real “founder” 
of Christism is not Christ, but St. Paul, who seems 
to have invented and deified Christ, or made the 
simple teacher, Jesus, into a Christ and a Messiah, 
much as Plato created Socrates. All three have 
been riven by schism and heresy. This has been 
noted at some length above for Christism but there 
are also fifty-seven varieties of socialism, com- 
munism, anarchism, Christian socialism, syndica- 
lism, Nihilism, Tolstoyism, Fourierism, Owenism, 
coooperativism, and so on. Various schools of 
psychoanalysis have risen and passed away, though 
the basic pattern is Freudian, as Roman Catholicism 
is still the dominant version of the Christian myth. 
The cultural revision of Freudianism is somewhat 
like the often pitiable efforts to harmonize basic 
Christian doctrines with natural science. 

Both Christism and Communism have highly 
developed hierarchic bureaucracies. Since psycho- 
analysis has not become a power structure, it has 
no bureaucracy, but it does have a hierarchy of 
prestige based on closeness to Freud. It still adds 
mana to an analyst to have been analyzed by one 
who was analyzed by one who was analyzed by 
Freud. It is almost like being converted by a holy 
man who was blessed by an Apostle of Jesus; or 
like knowing a man who knew Marx; or like being 
an old Bolshevik — if there are any still alive. 

All three have generated a monumental literature, 
both pro and con. Consider the few words attributed 
to Jesus and the many words of Paul and the others 
about the words of Jesus; and the millions of 
words of the Patristic writers; St. Thomas; Calvin; 
Melancthon; millions and millions of words — down 
to the words of the Reverend Billy Graham and 
Bishop Sheen about the words of the Word. Lenin 
and Stalin and Trotsky explain the words of Marx 
in millions of words. In a hundred years, the 
exegesis of Das Kapital has reached the magnitude 
of the Christian literature in 2000 years. Psycho- 


analysis has been still more prolific. Freud was 
much more literate and literary than Marx. Jesus 
may have been actually or relatively illiterate as 
most of his followers certainly were, and many 
still are. 


All who wrote about the speaking of Jesus say 
he spoke as one having authority. Those who have 
been telling us for 2,000 years exactly what Jesus 
meant and just what are God’s plans have always 
spoken as men having authority. Listen to Billy 
Graham and Bishop Sheen. Marx had no doubt 
about the validity of his teaching, nor do any of his 
expositors, though they seldom agree with each 
other and many a good spokesman for Marx has 
lost his head, as have many of the spokesmen for 
Jesus. Freud was sure his principles were sound 
and thought those who attacked them were express- 
ing unconscious Freud-envy, or a sort of cortical 
oedipus complex. Both fanatic followers and bitter 
critics of Freud show the same zeal and bigotry 
and certitude which characterize the friends and 
foes of Christism and Communism. While Freud 
spoke highly of scientific-mindedness and empirical 
research, it usually is clear he thought such re- 
search would confirm him and refute his op- 
ponents. 


In brief summary, these three ideologies have 
several common traits. First, they all assume a 
fixed, final, absolute set of principles which will 
supersede all prior knowledge in their respective 
fields. This provides the moral justification for 
censoring, persecuting, and even murdering adverse 
critics. Such critics seldom are refuted; rather 
they are called heretics, deviationists, subversives, 


and “enemies of the truth”. If they cannot be 
coerced by shame, ridicule, or threat, they are 
eliminated by prison, exile, or death. Freudians 


have never actually killed each other or their 
critics, but they have carried on some sharp verbal 
warfare. 


Second, Christism and Communism have developed 
powerful hierarchic bureaucracies. Power is vested 
in the offices rather than in the officers and is 
sanctioned by ritual, red-tape, and ceremonial 
routines that tend to become ends-in-themselves. 
There is a kind of mana-quality in the mere per- 
formance of these functions. Psychoanalysis has not 
developed such bureaucratic structures, since it 
never has “taken the power’, but there is a sug- 
gestion of it in some schools of social work and 
some social agencies which have become Rankian, 
Freudian, Adlerian, or Jungian to such a degree 
that all other approaches are excluded. 

Third, they all are based on a few over-simplified, 
a priori theories which dominate the entire ideology. 
In Christianity, it is the struggle between God and 
the Devil for the salvation (or destruction) of 
individual souls, with the eventual triumph of 
Good (God) over Evil (Devil). In Communism, it 
is the struggle of the owner-manager class against 
the exploited worker class, with the ultimate 
dominance of the latter after the struggle has 
passed through several dialectical stages. In psycho- 
analysis, it is the dominance of the libido over all 
other interests and impulses manifesting itself in 
triadic series such as id, ego, superego, and oral, 
anal, and genital stages. In his later work, Freud 
seemed to derive everything from the Life and 
Death wishes, thus getting back to the simplicity 
of the Good-Evil model. 
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Fourth, ail three glorify the Cult of Personality 
as exhibited in the Founders and their outstanding 
successors. The names of Jesus, Marx, and Freud 
have become such symbols of power and authority 
as to be supra- if not super-human. Also, the top 
men in the various classes of bureaucratic organi- 
zation may become charismatic persons by the 
mana that attaches to their office rather than be- 
cause of any personal traits they may possess. 
The pope, the bishop, the party chief, the minister 
of this and that, and perhaps the leading analyst 
in a city or country, or the most popular writer 
about psychoanalysis are cases in point. This cult 
of personality may result in actual deification or 
sanctification, uncritical loyalty to a mediocre per- 
son who happens to hold high office, or a patient’s 
identification with his analyst. This form of ir- 
rationality permeates our entire culture. Witness 
our hero worship of political, entertainment, sport 
and artist “big names”; we tend to magnify such 
people until they transcend human stature. This 
myth-making habit is one of the oldest and most 
childish human traits. To remember, and to feel, 
that all men are more similar than different, that 
all men are mortal, not indispensable, and are bound 
to make their share of mistakes, is one sign of 
personality maturity and integration. 

Fifth, the certainty of such “founders” and their 
followers that the doctrine is absolutely perfect 
leads to the struggle for more and more power 
The greater the power they attain, the more com- 
pletely they can stifle or prevent critical appraisal 
of the Doctrine and creative suggestions for its 
modification and improvement. Without such 
freedom to adapt, orderly evolutionary change is 
impossible and then revolutionary violence becomes 
inevitable. Thus, every absolutistic system of social 
organization in any field contains the seeds of its 
own destruction. Holders of relatively absolute 
power, by they individuals or classes, do not 
abdicate; they have to be destroyed. 


The democratic ideal of changing social structures 
by the rational use of scientific knowledge is a pos- 
sible alternative to this vicious cycle that runs 
from coercion to revolution. This means replacing 
all supernatural, absolute, personal sanctions by 
natural, relative, science-based knowledge and using 
it to bring about gradual changes in the direction 
desired by a majority of the population in a given 
area. It means that novelty, originality, variety, 
spontaneity, and inventiveness must be valued as 
prerequisites for such rational adaptive change. 
Power structures must be transformed constantly 
by adopting new ideas and techniques suggested 
by others than those in temporary control of the 
power structures. A democratic society using 
natural science knowledge in an adaptive, experi- 
mental manner, under the direction of men learned 
in the social sciences, is perhaps the only way man- 
kind can escape social change by revolutionary 
violence. 

Man has 
perimental 


learned to apply this tentative, 
method fairly well in his 
familial, primary group relations, mainly at the 
common sense level, but he also uses scientific 
knowledge of all kinds more intelligently at this 
level than he does in the larger, more impersonal 
types of social behavior. He is just beginning to 
see that “we must all hang together or we shall 
all hang separately’, applies mow to sexes, races, 


ex- 
personal, 
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social classes, and especially nations, as certainly 
as it did to the colonies in 1776. If we cannot 
quickly establish an effective world government, 
it is likely civilization as we know it will not last 
long. The modes of thinking and acting representei 
by Christism, Communism, and Psychoanalyisism 
must be replaced by democratic social structures 
sanctioned and implemented by the rapid develop- 
ment and global application of physical, biological, 
and social science knowledge. 

Here are sOme questions that must be answered 
soon. Can man rid himself of supernaturalistic and 
absolutistic thinking quickly enough to avoid com- 
plete species destruction? Can he accept the sole 
moral responsibility for his acts and failures to 
act by giving up fantasy-thinking? Can he get 
over the cynical and pessimistic fatalism that 
come from mechanistic materialism? Can he he- 
come mentally and psychologically healthy enough 
to create a relatively sane and integrated society 
from the home, school, factory and office, up to 
an effective world government? Can he do these 
things soon enough to survive? 


The Koch Case 


“The Crime Against Leo Koch” was reported by 
Edd Doerr in the September-October, 1960, issue 
of the American Rationalist; and in the November- 
December issue, Ralph Blois reported the resolution 
passed at the ARF convention in August in which 
both financial and moral aid were promised to 
Dr. Koch in his struggle for academic freedom at 
the University of Illinois. 

As the ARF has been unable to conduct a special 
financial appeal in behalf of Dr. Koch, it is happy 
to announce that a volunteer Committee for Leo 
Koch is being formed not only for that purpose but 
also to seek appropriate employment for him. 
Co-chairmen of the Committee are Dr. Paul 
Edwards of New York University and Dr. Michael 
Scriven of Indiana University. Among the eminent 
cosponsors of this Committee are Sir Julian Huxley 
and Lord Bertrand Russell. 

In the meantime, however, Dr. Koch has been 
without income since last August and needs help 
to pay for groceries, rent and utilities. Contributions 
for this purpose may be sent to the Leo Koch Fund 
in care of Mr. Jerry E. Chambers, 615 Davis St., 
Evanston, Illinois. 

The Ilinois Division of the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union has stated that it will file suit on behalf 
of Dr. Koch against the University of Illinois early 
in 1961, but the prospect of appeals as high as to 
the Supreme Court of the United States eliminates 
any hope of a quick settlement. 

Dr. Koch is available for lectures, debates, and 
panel discussions of such general subjects as 
Academic Freedom, Sexual Mores, Humanism, 
Scientific Philosophy, and Libertarian Social Doc- 
trine. On Feb. 17-18 he will participate in a weekend 
seminar in Champaign-Urbana, Ill., on Academic 
Freedom. On April 11, he will speak to the topic, 
“Academic Freedom as I See It” on the campus 
of Iowa University, Iowa City, Ia. During March 
he will be available for lectures in Ohio or nearby 
areas. “Dimensions of the Koch Case” is the title 
most often chosen by his sponsors. 

For schedules and dates contact Dr. Koch directly 
at 1212 Garden Hills Drive, Champaign, Illinois. 


The Temple Of Bacchus Affair 


The Temple of Bacchus Affair, as it has 
come to be called, has been cussed, discussed, 
analysed, criticized and generally batted about 
in the press to such a bewildering extent that 
the average citizen is understandably somewhat 
in the dark as to what the actual facts and 
issues were. And the records of the ad- 
ministrative and judicial proceedings in the 
case are likely only to further compound the 
confusion of the man on the street, however 
perceptive he might be. Accordingly, I would 
like to undertake the task of presenting a 
simple and concise history of the extraordinary 
affair, so that the reader may be able to view 
the matter objectively and in perspective for 
the purpose of intelligently arriving at his own 
conclusions. 

The affair actually began, if we must as- 
sign a definite point in time to its beginning, 
a year ago last March when George Cranwell, 
a well dressed and rather distinguished look- 
ing chap with a majestic aquiline nose, ap- 
peared before the City Zoning Board to re- 
quest a permit to build a church, to be called 
the Temple of Bacchus, on a spacious wooded 
lot in a quiet residential district on the north 
side of the city. When the Board chairman 
self-consciously inquired as to the nature of the 
denomination seeking to build the church, 
Mr. Cranwell replied with a question of his 
own. Was it customary, he asked, for the 
Board to examine and approve the teachings 
and rituals of a particular sect before granting 
a building permit? The chairman blushingly 
admitted that it was not and the Board pro- 
ceeded to issue the necessary document. 

During the succeeding months, residents in 
the neighborhood of Fifty Sixth St. and Calvert 
Boulevard watched with interest as a curious 
structure began to grow and take form. When 
the edifice was completed near the end of 
summer, it attracted attention from far and 
wide as a splendid example of early Augustan 
architecture. Its colonnade of snowy white 
Corinthian pillars gracefully supports an elabo- 
rate pink marble cornice which conceals the 
structure's flat roof and central patio. But | 
suppose that nearly everyone has seen the 
pictures of the building which appeared in 
the national magazines. The late Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s plaudits were printed in an article 
in Newslife Magazine. 

Services were begun in the Temple of 
Bacchus late in September, and almost at 
once certain of the more conventional residents 
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of the area began to complain of the unre- 
strainedly joyful singing and other sounds of 
merriment which emanated from the building 
on the several evenings of each week on which 
services were held. An irate delegation, 
headed by a pillar of the Episcopal Church, 
even went to protest to Mr. Cranwell, who 
was the Temple's high priest. After patiently 
listening to the delegation’s complaints, the 
high priest explained to his visitors that the 
worship of Bacchus by its very nature involves 
singing and merrymaking, just as worship in 
the Christian churches generally entails the 
singing of hymns, recitation of prayers and 
self-debasement. The delegation, collectively 
at loss for words, did not wait to hear more. 
This incident only marked the beginning of 
the harassment which the worshippers of 
Bacchus would have to undergo. Several days 
later Mr. Cranwell was invited to appear be- 
fore the Prosecutor to show cause why the 
Temple of Bacchus should not be cited for 
‘disturbing the peace."’ There had been, the 
Prosecutor advised, a complaint lodged against 
the Temple by a group of citizens living in the 
neighborhood. The high priest of the Temple 
was not taken aback, however, and that very 
worthy gentleman proceeded to point out that 
he and his congregation were prepared to file 
similar charges against St. Mary's Catholic 
Church for ringing its bells too loudly on 
Sunday mornings and against several north 
side Protestant churches, the decibel output 
of whose choirs exceeded by more than ten 
percent that of any sound or sounds coming 
from the Temple of Bacchus, according to 
the report of an independent acoustics en- 
gineering firm retained by the Temple. The 
Prosecutor wisely agreed to drop the matter. 
Nothing further of note occurred to mar the 
gaiety and revelry of the gatherings at the 
Temple unui early in November. At that 
time, however, a committee of distinguished 
local women, representing the Daughters of 
Cotton Mather, the Orval Faubus League 
the Preservation of Law and Order 
and Domestic Tranquility, the Carrie Nation 
Crusaders for Temperance Falange and other 
worthy civic organizations, attempted to have 
the authorities close down the Temple on the 
grounds that alcoholic beverages were being 
dispensed and imbibed on the Temple's 
premises without the sanction of a liquor license 
issued by the proper state officials. This time 
a heated court battle resulted. The court 
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concurred, however, with the amicus curiae 
brief filed by the local chapter of the Civil 
Rights Union, which brief pointed out that, 
since the drinking of wine was a standard part 
of thd service in all Catholic and some 
Protestant churches, to find against the Temple 
of Bacchus would be an unjustifiable act of 
discrimination. Having been thus thwarted, 
the self-appointed guardians of the communi- 
ty’s morals and manners retired to consider 
their next step against the worshippers of 
Bacchus, whom they regarded as ‘“‘despicable, 
decadent pagans, unworthy of citizenship in 
a Christian nation.” 

But all this did not disturb the Bacchanalians, 
who went right ahead with their plans for the 
winter: solstice Bacchanalia, scheduled to be 
held from December 21 until December 29. 
And as the days grew shorter and the wind 
colder, supplies of suitable beverages were 
laid in, “‘Riotous Bacchanalia’ cards were 
printed and posted, and a few hearty souls 
who did not fear the scorn and censure of 
the community adorned their automobiles with 
signs that read:— “Put Bacchus Back Into 
Bacchanalia’’, and ““The Family That Revels 
Together Stays Together.” On the whole, 
and in spite of sporadic picketing by the half- 
frozen’ Daughters of Cotton Mather and an 
angry blast issued jointly by the local Council 
of Churches and the Catholic Bishop, the 
Bacchanalia went off swimmingly, though 
naturally the worshippers confined their revels 
to the bounds of rather liberal good taste. 

Still; a number of members of the com- 
munity harbored a certain amount of ill feeling 
toward the worshippers of Bacchus and bided 
their time, secure in their faith that the 
‘pagans’ would soon receive their comeup- 
pance. 

As the new year got under way and tax 
time rolled around, a county assessor appeared 
at the Temple to perform his hateful duties. 
Consequently, the Temple’s high priest ap- 
pealed to the County Tax Board for a tax 
exemption on the grounds that the Temple 
was used for religious purposes and therefore 
should be accorded the same freedom from 
taxation enjoyed by the other churches, some 
of which even operated tax-exempt businesses. 
The Tax Board, however, being composed 
of a Catholic, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist and 
a Jehovah's Witness, declined the petition, as- 
serting that revelry and merrymaking could 
never be construed as “proper religious wor- 
ship.”" . 

Again the Temple of Bacchus was compelled 
to seek a remedy through the judiciary. The 
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case of “Temple of Bacchus versus County 
Tax Board"’ went before the County Common 
Pleas Court early in April. The Tax Board 
contended that “‘religious worship” necessarily 
involved “‘dignified devout prayer and an 
atmosphere of pious solemnity’, and that the 
term could not justly be applied to the services 
held in the Temple of Bacchus. The Board 
also held that “only the true Christian God 
can be worshipped, and not any mere pagan 
myth." The attorneys for the Temple then 
countered by demonstrating that the term 
“worship"’ embraced such meanings as “‘to 
honor with religious rites’’ and *‘to pay homage 
or service to a god’, by introducing volumes 
of evidence testifying to the nature of the 
worship of Bacchus in ancient Greece and 
Rome, and by showing that the existence of 
Bacchus is no less certain than that of the 
Christian deity. But after days of examination, 
cross-examination of clergymen and classical 
scholars, the court found in favor of the Tax 
Board. In his thirty page decision the judge 
noted that good Christians could never in 
conscience accept any definition of “religious 
worship’’ which included the “disgusting and 
shocking rituals of heathens and barbarians.” 

Naturally, the Temple took its case to the 
District Court of Appeals, where it promptly 
won its tax exemption. The appellate court 
held that regardless of the personal opinions 
of what might constitute the majority of mem- 
bers of the community, the lower court erred 
in not assigning due weight to the evidence 
presented by the attorneys for the plaintiffs. 

To celebrate their important victory, the 
Temple proclaimed that a summer solstice 
Bacchanalia would be held from June 21 to 
June 29, and proceeded to advertise the event 
in the press. 

As a result of the publicity from its hard 
fought legal battle, the Bacchus cult’s member- 
ship enjoyed a great upswing during the fol- 
lowing months. Indeed, so successful was its 
summer membership drive that a famous re- 
vivalist announced that he would conduct a 
three-month “‘crusade’’ in the city to combat 
what he termed “prancing paganism”. 

And that is the story of the Temple of 
Bacchus affair. The fair minded reader, though 
he may not be altogether in sympathy with 
the aims and beliefs of the Bachanalians, will 
nonetheless applaud the victory for religious 
freedom won by this courageous congregation. 

— Copyright 1961 by Edd Doerr. 
- 


I find no place for the hypothesis of God in my 
philosophy. — Herbert Spencer 


The Indian In America Today 


As one newly come in recent years to a 
study of the American Indian, it would be my 
preference to talk to you about his spirit and 
cultural contribution to our life here on this 
continent. Nothing would make me happier 
than to encourage on your part, and mine, 
an increased effort to understand the Indian 
heritage: his ancient reverence and passion for 
human pesonality, joined with a reverence and 
passion for the earth and its web of life. The 
Indians in tribes and societies have had a power 
for living which much of our modern world has 
lost. By virtue of this power the ancient Incas 
of South America, for example, by universal 
agreement of their people made conservation 
and increase of the earth's resources its foun- 
dational national policy. If our modern world 
should be able to recapture this power, the 
earth's natural resources would not be ir- 
revocably wasted within the twentieth century, 
wich is the propect now. Let me bring you 
these words of John Collier, former U. S. 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. He said: 
“True democracy, founded on neighborhoods 
and reaching over the world, would bring 
to realization our cherished dream of heaven 
on earth. And living peace, not just an inter- 
lude between wars, would be born and last 
through the ages.” 

These words are not airy sentimentality, but 
the conclusion of a man who has initiated 
more creative and practical programs on behalf 
of the Indian groups in this country than any 
other single person. 

Never have | read more carefully and writ- 
ten more cautiously on any theme than on 
today’s address. | must confess that as a citizen 
educated in the first quarter of this century | 
was miserably short-changed in the public 
schools and colleges | attended, as far as 
knowledge of the Indian role in our history 
was concerned. | grew to middle age with no 
substantial instruction about the first citizens 
of this nation. | was told nothing of any 
depth about their history, their origin, their 
ideas, their contributions to civilization, nor was 
| told of our extermination of these peoples, 
our betrayal of our pledged word, our naked 
and gargantuan greed for their land. | trust 
you fared better in your schools, among your 
friends, in your cultural education. | have a 
lot of catching up to do. 


by STEPHEN H. FRITCHMAN 


Minister First Unitarian Church oi 
Los Angeles, formerly Editor of the 
Unitarian Register. 


Let me anticipate myself a bit and say 
right now that | believe that in this country 
of ours, which | have traversed many times, 
there is room enough for all to live’ with 
decency, equality, dignity and plenty. In this 
nation of 180 million people, there is room 
for 400,000 Indians without the discrimination, 
poverty, disease and misery which is now the 
lot of the overwhelming majority of them and 
which is likely to grow far worse if federal 
termination policies are not reversed. 

No one with any sensitivity to human values, 
no one with a pretense of humanitarian ideals, 
can study the record of our treatment of the 
Indian ‘within our borders without humiliation 
and shame. One reason, of course, our school 
books are so void of information is that the 
information, if printed, would destroy much 
of the pretense about our democratic ideal 
being a living reality. We are speaking today 
of our most discriminated against minority. 
My remarks can do little more than urge you, 
if it be necessary, a stripping away of layers 
of ignorance and misinformation, and a facing 
of the historic realities — and today, at this 
very hour, the signficance of the revival of anti- 
Indian policies by our government. There have 
been hours, yea, years of fine insight, splendid 
policy-making, and magnificent endeavor to 
practice with our Indian fellow Americans the 
brotherhood enshrined in our great founding 
documents. These hours of achievement can 
be recovered and surpassed. It is because | 
consider the hour late, but not hopelessly late, 
that | am speaking to you. The betrayal of the 
Indians can be stopped by plain Americans like 
you and me. No further crimes need be com- 
mitted. 

Some of you have seen the television show 
“Davy Crockett Goes to Congress,’ with its 
thrilling and dramatic story of the Tennessee 
frontiersman a century ago fighting President 
Andrew Jackson and the land profiteers on 
behalf of the Indian tribes. While we cannot 
leap on a horse like Davy and gallop to 
Washington to defeat legislation selling out 
the Indian's rights, we can singly and even 
collectively do the equivalent with our pens, 
our purses, and our organizations. | am happy 
that we have begun to have films, television 
and books in recent years which reveal some 
insight into the Indian crisis in America today. 
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It is a‘ mere beginning, often crude, partial and 
sentimental, still clinging to chauvinistic stereo- 
types, still rooted in three centuries of defensive 
hostility based on the conquering invader's 
psychology. But my remarks today are not set 
in the framework of a lost cause; far from 
it, | think the very iniquity of our government 
policy. in the past four years has awakened 
many slumbering citizens to action. The case 
is far from hopeless . . . if we choose to remedy 
matters. 

This is the season of the greatly publicized 
out-door drama, “Ramona.” I would that 
every one of the thousands who see this play 
would not stop with this work by Helen Hunt 
Jackson, but go on to read her book “A 
Century of Dishonor."” It is a book written 
in the 1800's which deserves high position in 
the literature on the Indian, and may be the 
start of an understanding of the continued 
dishonor which went on until the Hoover and 
Roosevelt administrations . . . and now, after 
a few short years of reform and insight, has 
returned to plague us. 

Basically, the ‘dishonor’ Helen Hunt Jack- 
son referred to was the official denial of the 
right of many hundreds of Indian communities 
to exist at all, denial of the right of the Indians 
to exist as Indians. This denial was made in 
the face of several hundred Senate-ratified 
treaties and Supreme Court decisions. If the 
pledged word has to die in order to destroy 
the Indian communities, then let it die: this 
was government policy from 1870 to 1924, 
and under new laws signed by President Eisen- 
hower it has again become government policy. 
| speak today in no ecclestiastical vacuum. 
Great wrongs are being revived and extended. 
For the sake of oil, fishing rights, uranium-rich 
desert land and water rights — things desired 
by white citizens — thousands of Indians in 
the next several months face destruction of 
their tribal communities, the sale of their treaty- 
pledged lands, the end of federal health and 
welfare services solemnly promised them. 

Let us face the truth that for all but the most 
sophisticated of Americans, the Indian civili- 
zation of the Americas does not exist as a 
knowledgeable fact. Until the Spanish and 
English and Portuguese conquest of this hemi- 
sphere’ all is darkness. John Howard Lawson 
is right in his book, “Hidden Heritage’, when 
he writes: “European and American thought 
places an absolute value on the conquest. In 
assuming possession Europeans and Americans 
assume 'that all that went before us was without 
form and void; God's voice separated the light 
from ‘the darkness . . . and history begins with 
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the conquest. Our assumption has been that 
people condemned to servitude or destruction 
can have no valid past, no culture worth saving, 
no enduring social achievements.” 

Only in the most recent years have anthro- 
pologists and social scientists and well trained 
historians lifted the curtain on the civilization 
of the Indian peoples, from Alaska to the tip 
of South America. I am really furious with 
myself that fifty good years have passed in 
my life and | am a mere child in my knowledge 
of the disinherited red Indians of this hemi- 
sphere, that just now I am learning about 
the Mayan, the Aztec, the Inca, the Toltec, and 
the Navajo societies. Perhaps it is partly my 
fault books were not written, the teachers were 
not informed, our culture was saturated with 
a white man’s preconceptions and prides. | 
was fed nonsense about the savage and ignorant 
Indian tribes that is a part of the rubbish called 
primary education in thousands of 
even to this day. 


schools 


Our children have a right to know the 
heritage of this hemisphere, its peoples, its 
cultures and civilizations as far back as can 
be known, centuries before the white intruder 
arrived. Why was I not told that the Indian 
had for his foes at first the long extinct horse 
and camel, the giant beaver and giant bear, 
the four-horned antelope, the dire-wolf and the 
mammoth? His imperishable artifacts are 
found, stone arrowheads, spear points, and 
knives in caves in Texas, New Mexico, Oregon, 
California, Colorado and Saskatchewan. In 
13,000 B.C. or even earlier these migrant 
hunters moved across the plain of Alaska, 
which was not covered with ice in the late 
Pleistocene age; they are found down the 
Rocky Mountains, their petrified footprints 
are found in Nicaragua. Their imprint is found 
in Brazil and Ecuador and southern Patagonia. 
It is one of the great stories of all history — 
the growth of these dawn societies of Indians, 
hundreds of them, of startling diversity and 
distinctions over ten thousand years ago. The 
details of the origins and the early millenia 
are gone, but the inventions, the social forms. 
the tempers of mind, the devotions, the world 
views, the humanities marched on — and do 
still march on in our own time. This should 
be told to our children now. 

Let us study this Indian saga with some 
humility. More than half of our agricultural 
wealth is the result of cultivation of wild 
growths by the Indian, none of which have 
been parallelled by the 450 years of white 
man’s civilization in this hemisphere. Maize, 
or Indian corn, developed in pre-historic times 


in South America, revolutionized Indian society. 
The development of corn by pre-historic Indi- 
ans with the resultant settled societies has been 
called the greatest achievement in agricultural 
history, for corn is the most domesticated of 
grains, the only one that cannot sow itself or 
take care of itself. 

And what of the other contributions of the 
early Indian civilization; the potato, the sweet 


potato, tapioca, pineapples, avocados, arti- 
chokes, peanuts, strawberries, kidney beans, 
pumpkins, rubber, and chocolate? If one 


stops to consider the development involved in 
these scientific agricultural enterprises, the ex- 
perimentation, the application over many years, 
through generations and ages, he will be less 
inclined to talk about the child-like savage 
Indian. 

More important even than these major con- 
tributions to our health, welfare and pleasure 
on the planet from our Indian societies are the 
inward experiences of these people of the dawn 
of history. Let it be said clearly, and with 
full evidence now coming to the surface for 
our enlightenment, that the Indians have a 
record of social striving of immense importance. 
They have demonstrated for centuries upon 
centuries, and continue to demonstrate today, 
as John Collier tells us so eloquently: “‘that 
intensity of life, form in life, beauty in the 
human relationship, happiness and amplitude 
of personality are not dependent on a com- 
plexity of material culture’’. 

It is very hard for us to grasp this fact. It 
is heresy and treason almost to allow ourselves 
to consider that human, psychic and _ social 
values were not created by ourselves as a 
result of our elaborate material, industrial 
civilization. The greatness of life, its richness 
and possibilities, moved in ancient times thru 
structured societies, long, long before white 
men came to this hemisphere. This the Indians 
from Alaska to Chile and Bolivia are telling 
us if we choose to listen. The Stone Age, 
the Age of the Incas, the Mayan world are 
periods of human achievement we need to re- 
measure if we are to set our values straight. 
The Indians of many cultures and ages teach 
us much we never knew, or have in some cases 
forgotten, about the intensity of life, physical 
and mental, individual and social, and especial- 
ly its potentials when we become aware of our 
interdependence upon the natural resources, the 
soil, the air, the sea, the seasons. We are 
just beginning to discover and respect the many 
languages of ancient and modern Indian culture 
the languages of art, of dance, of ceremonial, 
of craftsmanship, of ascetic discipline, of song, 


of chase. As we today begin to conceive of 
structures like the United Nations, and of 
federations of nations, as we begin to think 
of disarmament and world peace in tough and 
realistic terms born of terror and fear, we 
should remember the thousands of years of 
experiment, eminently successful again and 
again, of Indian neighborhoods and nations 
which lived in peace across the continents. The 
greatest experiment in successful peace or- 
ganization in North America still remains the 
Five Nations of the Iroquois organized in 1570. 
This commonwealth of Indian nations achieved 
a social, political and economic equality that 
has never been equalled. This Indian league 
for peace survived over three centuries, an 
achievement of government never matched 
in the western world. The five powerful Indian 
nations, Mohawk, Oneida, Cayuga, Onondoga 
and Seneca, had been at war for endless years, 
a blood feud of terrible intensity, and it was 
ended by a peace treaty. 


Time today forbids more of this magnificent 
heritage, personality-centered and society-cen- 
tered, that comes from the Indian nations in 
North and South America over 15,000 years, 
but I begin to hope that our schoolrooms and 
churches, living rooms and restaurants will 
echo in years to come with far less foolishness 
about the primitive Indians, the inferior red 
men to whom we brought civilization and light. 
Many, many of us, have a whole education 
still ahead of us in understanding the con- 
tribution to our world of the Indian peoples: 
specifically their psychological maturity, their 
many-sidedness, their intensity combined’ with 
tranquility. The Indian sense of values is some- 
thing you and | have, to a large degree, not 
yet discovered. My plea today is that we do 
not permit the decimation of the Indian people, 
the break down of their recently strengthened 
and reconstituted social structures, before we 
really know what they represent to Indians, 
and to much of the non-Indian world as well. 
While sub-human greed for land, oil, minerals, 
and water motivates a large portion of the 
present American government policy, we must 
also recognize it is supported and made possible 
by immense ignorance on the part of the 
American people. This ignorance can be dis- 
sipated if we care enough to see it dissipated. 

Today I am insisting that we face a hard 
fact: the fact is that the 400,000 Indians of 
this country do not trust us. They have suf- 
fered so many betrayals, reversals, and ex- 
ploitations at the hands of white men from 
George Sandys of Virginia Plantation in 1625 
to Senator McCarran of Nevada in 1954, that 
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our. good faith is at a zero reading. If we 
used modern terms for our three-century assault 
on the Indian we would speak of bacteriological 
warfare, of concentration camps, and of geno- 
cide.. These are strong terms, but in the light 
of evidence hard to avoid. During the centuries 
of colonial expansion of European civilization 
on this continent white men’s diseases mowed 
down vast numbers of the aboriginal peoples. 
More conscious was the 18th century case in 
Pennsylvania where small-pox-infested bedding 
was sent from a pesthouse into an Indian com- 
munity by colonists who wanted to see the 
Indians wiped out, as they were by this virulent 
disease. It was, one might note, a devout 
Christian community that committed this bac- 
teriological crime. 

Historians like Clark Wissler and Carlton 
Coon tell of the fury of white settlers who 
found Indian tribes showing strong resistance 
to white advance. In one case the Indians 
were rounded up and cast into a military prison. 
| am referring to the defeat and surrender o! 
Geronimo. in 1886. The United States army 
seized all of the Apache men it could find in 
addition to 329 women and children, and 
sent them off to a military prison in Florida. 
Later they were sent to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, 
where they were held until 1914. Deaths dur- 
ing these tragic years among women and 
children were double the normal rate, due to 
poor food and unsanitary conditions and the 
vicissitudes of such confinement. 

In 1864 troops under Kit Carson rounded 
up 8000 Navajos in Arizona and took them 
to Fort Sumner, where they lived for ten years. 
This was a majority of the tribe. Authorities 
estimate that three to six thousand more 
Navajos were slaves, scattered amongst the 
white settlers of the southwest. 

In ‘the 1870's a majority of the Cheyenne 
and .Nez Perce tribes were incarcerated in 
stockades in Oklahoma. By any definitions 
worth using, these are examples of concen- 
tratior. camp existence and explain some of 
the long cherished hostilities of the Indian 
peoples to the white invader of his land. 

“Genocide” is a new term for an old crime. 
It must never be forgotten that a systematic 
extermination of the Indian people was under- 
taken’ by the Spanish and later conquerors 
in the. New World. In the mid-16th century 
Las Casas published the “‘Apologetica Historia 
de las Indias’’, suppressed in its full 900 pages 
for 300 years, only portions appearing in his 
own time. It told the blood-chilling story of 
the destruction of the Indians in the Spanish 
colonies: half a million exterminated in Cuba, 
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four million killed in Guatemala in 16 years; 
in all the American possessions more than 12 
million Indian men, women and children had 
perished at the hands of the invader. 

In Las Casas’ famed debate with Sepulveda 
he spoke with Biblical fury of the Spaniards 
saying: “The tyrrany wrought in their de- 
vastations, massacres, and slaughters is so mon- 
strous that the blind may see it, the deaf hear 
it, and the dumb recount it. God will punish 
Spain and all her people with inevitable 
severity.” 

Las Casas’ words were read from one end of 
Europe to the other, and thousands learned 
some of the cruel story of 16th century geno- 
cide in its grimmest aspects. While the English 
colonists did not face such large numbers in 
their campaigns, the extermination of the 
Indians was just as relentlessly carried out. 
Listen to Edward Waterhouse of the James- 
town plantation in the early 17th century: — 
“Victory may be gained in many ways — by 
force, by surprise, by famine in burning their 
corn, by breaking their fishing weares, by pur- 
suing and chasing them with our horses and 
bloodhounds to draw them and mastives to tear 
them.” 


This is but a small sampling of the evidence 
if time and strong stomach permitted. 


| wish this part of my report were all in 
the past tense, but it is not. We are speaking 
in a time of extreme crisis for the Indians of 
the United States. This is a time of a gigantic 
takeaway, to use John Collier's term in “The 
Nation.""” The United States, he points out, is 
trustee for Indian properties worth tens of bil- 
lions of dollars. We as a government are also 
trustee over the political, social, cultural in- 
stitutions and group enterprises of several 
hundred Indian groups. The administration 
and Congress are now driving toward the very 
destruction of these trusteeship obligations and 
arranging for turning over these Indian holdings 
to whites. To use Dr. Collier's strong but 
informed words: “The demolition goes on 
behind a smoke screen of fabrications."" This 
is being done through Public Law 280, rushed 
through Congress in July, 1953, without hear- 
ings on its essential provisions. As President 
Eisenhower signed it he lamented its most “‘un- 
christian’ provisions, but signed it anyway. 
Public Law 280 crowns years of infamy against 
the Indian with new theft and betrayal. It 
authorizes any state government at its own 
discretion to substitute its own law for federal 
Indian law, and its own codes for Indian tribal 
codes. 

Public Law 280 and 


several supporting 





laws are a massive sellout of our Indian citizens 
so iniquitous and enormous that | cannot find 
words, to say nothing of time, to express my 
shock and shame as an American citizen. Many 
of us as Americans were proud and hopeful 
in 1934 when the Indian Reorganization Act 
was passed which reaffirmed and made explicit 
the bilateral Indian - Federal government re- 
lation. It empowered several hundred Indian 
groups to organize for domestic self-rule and 
for economic self help. The succeeding years 
saw 182 tribal constitutions written and 154 
tribal corporate charters signed. — The act 
created a revolving credit fund which helped 
immensely in fulfilling communal aspirations, 
while meeting individual needs as well. The 
Indian reorganization which took place was of 
remarkable promise for the future of the Indian 
in our nation. Now, twenty years later, thru 
Law 280, history is reversed and a new crime 
is added to ancient ones. The aim now is to 
atomize and suffocate the group life of the 
tribes, a life that is their vitality, motivation and 
hope — the greatness of which | earlier hinted 
at in only the broadest strokes. We are again 
looting the Indian estate and destroying his 
communal life, his culture and his very spirit. 
And as other areas of the Americas begin to 
meet the Indian situation with imagination and 
honor we return to old and evil ways. Forty 
million Indians of the Americas are watching 
us with alert eyes. And they are noting what 
can be done where conscience, intelligence and 
public sentiment work. They note, believe me, 
that in Bolivia the United Nations Technical 
Assistance Administration, in cooperation with 
the Bolivian government, is re-mapping eight 
major areas on a | 2,000 foot plateau for Indian 
settlement. Dr. Edmundo Flores of the Dept. 
of Agricultural Economics of the University 
of Mexico is the United Nations appointed 
director of the project. Families with centuries 
of peonage behind them will now begin owner- 
ship of the land with 25 years to pay for it. 
The Indians there were bitterly skeptical, but 
are now persuaded that this is truly a new ap- 
proach of honorable intentions. Dr. Flores said 
recently: ‘They are now looking forward to 
learning how to read, to fulfill a dream of 
education.” 

I mention this far off example because only 
with such visions of democratic integrity and 
responsibility can we today rise and insist upon 
an immediate return to the policy of the thirties 
and of the days of the Indian Reorganization 
Law. We can, I am convinced, delay and 
eventually stop, this colossal sellout of the 
Indian people, the theft of their land, their 


water rights, the fishing and lumber rights, 
and even worse, the theft of their social in- 
stitutions. We can, and must, write to Indian 
Commissioner Glenn Emmons and to President 
Eisenhower. All competent authorities agree 
that only an aroused public opinion can stop 
this juggernaut of reaction from crushing the 
remains of Indian society in the United States. 

We Unitarians, Humanists and Rationalists 
have a profound and controlling respect for the 
dignity and worth of human beings. This 
respect, even more this affection, for other 
persons known and unknown in our human 
family, is our most sacred possession. If we 
grow calloused to the welfare, the security and 
possibilities of our Indian citizens our damage 
is not only to them, but to ourselves. Nothing 
is more devastating to moral health than pro- 
fessions of brotherhood we have no intention 
of honoring in practice. No matter how wealthy 
it may be, our society is doomed if our treaties 
are forgotten, our pledged word ignored, our 
neighbor's fields and streams and minerals 
taken for ourselves. We dare not forget the 
obligations upon us to fulfill our commitments, 
to remember our neighbor's hunger for both 
bread and knowledge. The greatness of the 
Indian culture is a precious heritage, and holds 
within it wisdom we desperately need in these 
cold days of automation and nuclear testings on 
the Nevada flats. There is no time for post- 
ponements, for idle trusting that something 
will show up. The takeaway is in process at 
this very moment. The destruction of treaties 
is going on during these very months. If we are 
people of principle we will rise to our feet 
and act. We can, if we will, live with our- 
selves, without shame. Let us return to a 
better day. We are not a docile people when 
we see injustice being done. We are not 
fatalists —- we are a people who believe our 
vision of a commonwealth of man is no 
mirage. We can be brothers . . . equal, friendly 


and free. 
o 
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THE MURRAY CASE 
(Cont. from Page 12) 


nationally known. Radio, television and newspaper 
men flooded in upon us. In two weeks time eighty 
seven newspaper articles appeared in the three 
Baltimore papers alone. We saw ourselves on TV 
newscasts three or four time a day, even in lengthy 
interviews. We listened to our taped voices on 
national networks. We received piles of mail. All 
of it was against our position. 

“Soon we got together with the American Civil 
Liberties Union. After eighteen days of civil dis- 
obedience (which puts Thoreau in the shade, Ed.) 
in the form of a sit-out strike, and after a flood 
of publicity, still the silence from the school officia!s 
was deafening. The State Superintendent of Schools 
then made a statement that he would seek a legal 
opinion as to truancy. Seeing that we could be 
defeated if the school decided to call this a simple 
case of truancy and ignore the religious freedom 
issue, we planned with ACLU to get a real test. 
We decided that Bill should go to school, not be a 
truant, but that he should walk out of the homeroom 
class when religious ceremony began, making a 
statement to the class and teacher why he was 
doing so, and stand in the hallway until the 
ceremony was over, proceeding afterwards to his 
regularly scheduled classes. Through the news- 
papers the School Board advised us that ‘the boy 
will be, suspended from school, if he goes through 
with these plans because they violate School Board 
rules.’ . 

“Let us digress for just a moment about Bible 
reading and praying in public schools generally. 
Whether these practices constitute a violation of 
the First Amendment to the Constitution has never 
been ruled on by the Supreme Court. The situation 
now is as follows: Bible reading is required by law 
in Pennsylvania, Georgia, Arkansas, Delaware, 
Maine,- Idaho, Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama, New 
Jersey and Florida; it is permitted by statute in 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota 
and Mississippi; no state specifically prohibits Bible 
reading; administrative action or court decision for- 
bid the practice in Wisconsin, Illinois, Ohio, Wash- 
ington and California. Maryland is not mentioned 
in this list and neither are twenty seven other 
states. If the situation in Maryland is duplicated 
in the twenty seven other states, no one can really 
check. Buried in the Baltimore City Department 
of Education Administrative Rules is ‘Article VII, 
Section 6 (not titled), ‘passed in 1905, which makes 
it mandatory for the Baltimore City Schools to read 
the Bible and/or say the Lord’s prayer as a part 
of the tax-supported school’s ordinary daily edu- 
cational activity. 

“Bill went back to school the next day to test 
the school board rules, and the principal locked the 
homeroom door on him, with newspaper reporters 
watching. He went back the next day and again 
was deflected from his purpose, for the school was 
not going to come to a conclusion for any reason. 
They- asked the Attorney General of the State of 
Maryland for a ruling on the school board. rule. 
Six days and many evasion tactics later the At- 
torney General ruled: ‘Bible reading in Baltimore 
public schools is safely within the terms of the 
Constitution of the United States, and so also is 
recitation of the Lord’s prayer.’ He spoke of the 
children of Maryland and their ‘right and duty to 
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bow their heads in humility before the Supreme 
Being.’ He added that while this was all proper, 
the school board must provide that those so desiring 
be excused from attendance at this exercise. 

“It was taken up to the school administration to 
accept or reject the state Attorney General’s ruling. 
Bill and I asked the School Board to end the Bible 
and prayer rule, and the ACLU asked that the 
rule be vacated. The school board ‘studied’ the 
matter for two weeks and then voted to retain 
the rule. The religious practices are still man- 
datory in the Baltimore schools, but the Board did 
amend the rule to read: ‘Any child shall be excused 
from participating in the opening exercises or from 
attending the opening exercises upon the written 
request of his parent or guardian.’ 

“Bill is back in school, excused from religious 
exercises. His teachers double his work and im- 
pose difficult rules ‘to get Bill caught up’. Some 
teachers refuse to talk to Bill and the student body 
has ostracized him. He is pummeled, shoved, tripped 
and elbowed. He was severly beaten once by a 
gang of five teenagers. He has been stalked by 
groups of five to ten teenagers and has had narrow 
rescues. In school one day, a teenager came up 
and spat in my face. Our home has been stoned. 
Rotten eggs have been pelted at our windows and 
doors. Our sidewalks have been painted with the 
legend ‘Murray is a communist’. We have received 
hundreds of threats, obscene and opprobious let- 
ters. Our neighbors have told us that they will 
drive us out of the neighborhood by whatever means 
they can. We are accosted in the streets. This is 
all in the name of Christian charity and love. 

“All of this occurs when we have not even really 
begun the legal test of our case. We are preparing 
to ask the courts to issue an injunction to stop all 
religious ceremony in the Maryland public schools. 

“I ask my son, ‘Do you want to go on, Bill? It 
will become worse.’ His grey eyes serious, he 
replies, ‘Mother, I started this. I believe I am 
right. I will finish it.’ I will be right there with 
him. He is paying a bitter price in his fight for 
religious freedom, but I can only be proud of him.” 

Since the above was written in November, Mrs. 
Murray has found it necessary to dispense with the 
direct services of the ACLU and has independently 
retained two constitutional lawyers to carry the 
case to court, though the ACLU will file an Amicus 
Curiae brief. As Mrs. Murray must support her- 
self and her son, and this has been made difficult 
by the publicity given her by the case, she is in 
need of funds for her legal expenses. Rationalists 
and Rationalist groups in the New York-Philadel- 
phia area have pledged some support, but more 
will be needed. All persons interested in assisting 
Mrs. Murray in her battle against clericalism in 
the Maryland schools can send their donations or 
correspondence to: The Maryland Committee for 
Separation of Church and State, 1526 Winford Rd., 
Baltimore 12, Maryland. 

In her court brief, Mrs. Murray describes her 
and her son’s atheistic religious views as follows: 
“An atheist loves his fellowman instead of a god 
(and) believes that heaven is something for which 
we should work now, here, on earth, for all men 
together to enjoy. An atheist believes that he can 
get no help through prayer, but that he must find 
in himself the inner conviction and the strength to 
meet life, to grapple with it, to subdue it, and to 
enjoy it, (and) that only in a knowledge of himself 


and his fellow can he find the understanding that 
will help him to a life of fulfillment. He seeks to 
know himself and his fellowman rather than to 
know God. (He) believes that a hospital should 
be built instead of a church, that a deed must be 
done instead of a prayer said. (He) strives for in- 
volvement in life and not to escape into death; 
wants disease conquered, poverty banished, war 
eliminated; wants man to love and understand man; 
wants an ethical way of life. He believes that we 
cannot rely on God, channel action through prayer, 
or hope for an end of troubles in a hereafter; that 
Wwe are our brother’s keeper and the keepers of 
our own lives; that we are responsible persons; 
that the job is here and the time is now.” 

We wish the Murrays luck and hope that some 
of our readers and friends will see fit to assist them 
in some way. 
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The Wide, Wide Movement 
by ELDON SCHOLL 


The UNION OF FREE RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES, 
one of the oldest Freethought groups in Germany, 
has recetly become a member organization of the 
International Humanist and Ethical Union, a fact 
which might be interpreted as a symptom of 
weakening zeal among Rationalists in general and 
the World Union of Freethinkers in particular. 
While some Rationalist organizations are being 
retarded by ineffective leadership and apathetic 
following, it is a pleasure to report on one group 
in the United States that is going ahead at a 
rather rapid pace. The Freethought Society of 
America, which publishes The Free Humanist, al- 
ready has five branch groups and is continuing 
to grow. The newly formed branch in Baltimore 
started with twenty two members. Others have 
been organized in South Haven, Saginaw and in 
Detroit, Michigan, and in Toledo, Ohio. The Society, 
based in Philadelphia (5526 Westford Road, Phila. 
20), has formed a Foundation Fund of which the 
principle remains inviolable. The income from 
donations of cash and stock (oil, paper, mutuals, 
etc.) now brings in $200 per year in interest. The 
five truestees, the Board of Directors and the 
officers of the Society must vote unanimously in 
order to draw from the Fund. Income from the 
Fund has already been used to finance court cases 
for Rationalists, such as the Torcaso, Shempp and 
Murray cases. The Murray case (reported elsewhere 
in this issue) has already cost $750 for legal fees 
and will cost much more. The five branch societies 
and the Foundation Fund were all organized within 
the past year, and five other groups are reportedly 
being organized in other areas. 


Dr. Lowell H. Coate, former editor of The Ameri- 
can Rationalist, officiated in the role of a non- 
denominational “minister” this past December 18 
by marrving Miss Vicki Negri. vounger daughter 
of Dr. Vitali Negri, to Mr. William John Echols. 
The ceremony, written for the occasion by Drs. 
Vitali and Maxine Negri and Dr. Coate, was so 
well received, as being an ideal Freethought con- 
tribution accomplishing the expression of the aspi- 
rations and beauty of the wedding vows (less 
the customary religious connotations), that it is 
being incorporated into an official Wedding Cere- 


mony to be utilized by any Rationalist, Humanist, 
and Freethought groups which care to. It’ will 
be printed as a “form’’, which can be distributed 
to the various organizations. When two young 
people are married in such a ceremony it augurs 
well for the children who will have the advantage 
of being reared in an environment of educational 
and philosophical freedom. Vicki Negri and Bill 
Echols, both young Freethinkers of college age, 
were married at the Rosewod Wedding Chapel in 
Burbank, California. — Following the holiday 
vacation, they went on to Greeley, Colorado, where 
Bill is working toward a degree in Education at 
Colorado State Teachers College. Our best wishes 
to them. 


Frank Vincent Waddy, writer, lecturer anid 
former president of the Freethinkers of Southern 
California, spoke before that organization recently 
on “Freethought Heroes and Martyrs — A Look 
at the lives of Bruno, Galileo and Montaigne” with 
his usual polish of an Oxford don. The annual 
banquet of the group had as guest of honor and 
main speaker the noted liberal entertainer Steve 
Allen. 


A new, neatly duplicated paper joins the ranks 
of our movement’s publications. Free Thoughts is 
issued at odd intervals by R. E. Ward, 305 East 
Maple Avenue, El Segundo, California, without 
charge. 


Personal problems have compelled Ralph Blois 
to resign as Secretary of the American Rationalist 
Federation and to cease publication of his FACT 
Bulletin and FACT Digest. Book orders are still 
being filled, however, and appropriate refunds are 
being made. Ralph’s P.O. box (No. 255, Rockford, 
Illinois) is still maintained. ARF Treasurer Richard 
Dannells has temporarily taken over Ralph’s duties. 
We hope that Ralph’s problems will be satisfactorily 
resolved and that he will be back with us soon. 


The Freethinker, London, reports that the Vati- 
can’s first “Professor of Atheism” is Italian priest 
Cornelio Fabro, who is supposed to be an “expert” 
on Communism. The new course on “Atheism”, as 
established by the Congregation of Propaganda, 
will be for three years. At a time when organized 
atheism —or, better yet, Rationalism-Humanism — 
is at a fairly low point the Vatican finds it neces- 
sary to see that Roman Catholic missionaries are 
equipped with some understanding of the arguments 
of their real antagonists in the mid twentieth 
century. The French “worker-priest” plan fizzled 
(as priests actually joined the Socialists and Com- 
munists) and one priest who was sent out to 
convert Moslems ended up embracing the Koran. 
Up to now fish-eating theologians have ignored 
atheists and materialists (sic) as serious critics, 
so the Vatican decision to formally study “Atheism” 
marks an interesting change in policy. It now 
recognizes the existence of something often con- 
sidered as non-existing (remember the old saw 
about there being no atheists in foxholes?) It 
also presents another challenge to organized groups 
of atheists, Freethinkers, Rationalists, Humanists, 
etc. 


The Freie Gemeinde of St. Louis has decided to 
sell its building due to excessive maintenance costs. 


Recent lectures at the forums of the Friendship 
Liberal League of Philadelphia were K. M. Whitten 
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on “The Future of Rationalism”, Joseph J. Cronin 
on “Clarence Darrow”, Mrs. Margaret Levinson 
on “Significance of Science Fiction”, Ida Pruit on 
“The New China”, Frederick Compton on “Cuba 
Today”, and K. M. Whitten on “Rationalist versus 
Religious Viewpoint”. 


Many of the important statements on separation 
of church and state made by President Kennedy 
during his campaign have been listed in a small 
folder entitled Kennedy’s Pledges, published by the 
POAU; which provides dates and sources for each 
of Mr. Kennedy’s statements on separation. The 
pamphlets sell for five cents each and may be 
ordered from POAU, 1633 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N.W., Washington 6, D.C. And while you're at it 
you might send another nickel for Protestants Un- 
ashamed, a pamphlet criticizing the reluctance of 
Protestants to stand up during the political cam- 
paign (“Protestantism stumbles about mumbling 
apologies for its existence.’’). Paul Blanshard said 
in an address in Constitution Hall that the Catholic 
Church “was pressing its fight for public money 
for its schools in almost every issue of every 
Catholic newspaper right through the recent cam- 
paign, while many editors and the Democratic 
National Committee were saying that the Church 
accepted the American concept of church-state 
separation. [t would be false tolerance for non- 
Catholics to yield on this issue without counter- 
attack.” 


The American Jewish Congress is supporting the 
Roy Torcaso case (Torcaso was denied a Notary 
Public commission by the state of Maryland for 
refusing to swear to a belief in some sort of “God”, 
which'‘so many people in this country regard as 
important) in a legal brief prepared by Leo Pfeffer, 
an outstanding authority on church-state relations. 
In a statement explaining the participation of the 
AJC ih this case, a representative of the organi- 
zation declared: “The American Jewish community 
has a particular stake in challenging the religious 
test for public office that is at issue here . . . The 
day this. country ceases to be free for irreligion it 
will cease to be free for religion except for the 
sect that can win political power .. .” 
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READ— 


The Open Mind 


A new, 


militant and informative monthly Free- 
thought 


and Secularist journal. 


Subscription and Membership $3.00 per Year 
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The Secular Society of America, Inc. 
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available from 


RATIONALIST BOOK SERVICE 


6720 SOUTH ASHLAND AVENUE 
CHICAGO 36, ILLINOIS 
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“OF MAN, MICROBES, AND MONSTERS” 
by Alan Taylor 
This pamphlet is a series of cleverly illustrated 
short articles intended for teenagers. They draw 
together basic information on evolution, social and 


biological, with significant notes on Christian 
beliefs. It is not intended to be a cautious resume 


but to give a unified view of the several lines of 
thought that are broken into pieces by one’s usual 
method of learning. 

That is, one usually learns of pterodactyls and 
Krishna and amoebas in separate newspaper articles 
or science courses without getting the significance 
as regards theological beliefs. Here the whole 
is seen together. 

There is no humility in the presentation, and some 


types of teenagers may toss it aside as rabble- 
rousing propaganda, but others will follow it 


through. The cute drawings alone ought to induce 
reading, and there are many things that the young 
person will never find in his lessons. 
Harry E. Mongold. 
New Zealand Rationalist Association, paper, 25c. 


Order from Book Service. American Rationalist. 


“HISTORY’S GREATEST LIARS” 
by Joseph McCabe 
The “liars” of the title are writers about world 


history. But what does history matter? 
Essentially the claims of the Roman Catholic 
Church are based on history. There is the pun 


about Peter’s name in the New Testament, so out 
of character for a true saying of Jesus. There are 
the legends of martyrs to prove the worth of early 
Christianity. There are the supposed saints and the 
line of popes supposedly beginning with Peter and 
supposedly always accepted as head of the Church. 

In this work McCabe directs his attack on a 
group of historians written in the past 35 years. 
He finds them at times inconsistent with each 
other but largely flattering to Christianity and 
the Church through demonstrably false assertions 
or implications. 

The undervaluing of Stoicism and Epicureanism 
as philosophies of life is the first topic in this 
volume. Up to the Reformation the history of 
Christianity as told by the “new historians” is 
criticized Many brief quotations are made from 
these writers and some from reliable sources 
sources that one could wish were available to all 
Rationalists. 

Harry E. Mongold. 

Haldeman-Julius paperback, $1.00. 


Order from Book Service, American Rationalist. 
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48-page discussion of Biologist Koch's dismissal from Illinois 
University. Said a group 
maturing method 
discussion groups."' 
— 50c each. 
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makes this a_ timeless contribution for 


40% discount on 20 or more. — 
BROOKVILLE, OHIO 
FREETHINKERS’ HOME 


Available at once 
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rooms, near park and business center, library and post 
office; excellent climate; rooms without meals $35 to $50 
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AMERICAN LIFE SCIENCE FOUNDATION 
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Read the RIPSAW and be informed. — Sample copy 10c. 
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The Oldest Freethought Journal in the World 
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ORDER THROUGH 
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American Freedom and Catholic Power, 


by Paul Blanshard — Paper 2.25 
God and Man in Washington, 

by Paul Blanshard........ a 
The Unleashing of Evolutionary Thought, 

by Oscar Riddle ............. 4.50 
The Golden Bough, by Sir James G. 

Frazer. Paper cover 2.50 — 3.95 
A History of Western Philosophy, 

by Bertrand Russell ........................ Paper 2.25 


Man and His Gods, by Homer Smith ..... 1.45 
American Culture and Catholic Schools, 


by Emmett McLoughlin ...... ose oe 
The Great Quotations, 

compiled by George Seldes . 15.00 
Birth Control and Catholic Doctrine, 

by A. W. Sulloway ...... ee 
Folk Medicine, by Dr. D. C. Jarvis . 2.95 
History of European Morals, 

by W. E. H. Lecky ........ tion ae 
Rationalism in Europe, 

by W. E. H. Lecky 3.00 

+ 

BERTRAND RUSSELL — 
What Is The Soul? .............. Serer .50 
Is Materialism Bankrupt? . ' .50 
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Ideas That Have Harmed Mankind . .50 
An Outline Of Intellectual Rubbish . .50 
How To Read And Understand History .50 
On The Value Of Scepticism ........ .50 
The Value Of Freethought . rat .50 
The Faith Of A Rationalist ................. .50 
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* 

JOSEPH McCABE — 
The Dumbness Of The Great .............. 1.00 
History's Greatest Liars 5 .00 
The Myth Of Catholic Scholarship > 
Biographical Dictionary of Ancient, 
Medieval, and Modern Freethinkers. 1.00 
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— 
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Workers . scesciaebes. Sita 
Rome Puts A Blight On ‘Culture . = 75 


Rome Irreconcilable With Democracy .50 
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by Upton Sinclair 2.00 
International Freethought Manual 
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by Hugh Robert Orr ; 1.00 
Brief Summary Of Fundamentals Relating To 
Life, Death, Religion, and Philosophy 


by William H. Mayfield ....... ss 
Superior Men, by Hervey Johnson 1.00 
God and Mammon 

by J. A. Hodson .. BP 
Bad By-Products Of Religion 

by Frank Swancara wen 75 
Truth Is A Shattered Mirror 

by Mary Gift . .50 
Is Religion Necessary? — A Debate 

Darrow - Rev. MacGowan 5 .50 
The Truth Shall Make You Free 

by Freemasons ........... .50 
Science And The Supernatural | 

by Anton J. Carlson ........ aa 
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by Ira D. Cardiff . mae 15 
Why | Do Not Believe In God 

by Arthur G. Cromwell . .20 
Pope Joan, by Chris Olsen to 
Giordano Bruno 

by John J. Kessler, Ph.D. .................. .20 
The Rationalist Challenge And 
Faith in Man, by Dr. L. H. Coate .. .20 
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